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ihe Treasury to be empty! The reason of all this 
isapparent. Itis to create a deficiency to justify 
the loan bills, and tax bills, and to keep up a pre- 
text for this wanton and wicked session of Con- 
gress. If these eightand a half millions of new 
lands had been brought into market by advertise- 
ments put out in the moaths of March, April, 
May, &c. two or thiee millions of dollars would 
be received, or receiving from them; for the new 
lands always sell rapidiy until the best parts are 
disposed of: afier that, the sales are slow, and will 
beso, until giadwated prices are introduced. It 
would be seen from this that the new States were 
sold to new masters, who meant to use them for 
their own benefit, regardless of what is due to the 
country; and the planting States would see that all 
the burdeas of G.vernment are torbe placed on the 
custom-house. He denounced the withholding of 
these eight and a half millions of surveyed land 
from market, as a fraud to produce an antificial 
deficit, and to swell the fund for distribution. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he had not exa- 
mined the document, but apprehended that it would 
not justify the inferences the Senator wished to 
draw from it. 

The communication was then laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memosial from 
citizens of Philadelphia engaged in manufacturing, 
asking that chloride of lime and bleaching powders 
may be excluded from the articles exempted from 
duty. Mr. B said that the memoria! gave reasons 
at length why those articles should be exempted, 
and he therefore moved to have it printed for the 
use of the Senate; which motion was agreed to. 

Al,s>, another memorial ia relation to the same 
subject; which he would move to be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Nava! 
Affairs, reported the bill from the House making 
appropriations tor the purchase of naval ordnance 
aud naval stores, without amendment, and moved 
that it be order for Wednesday next; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, the joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of water-rotied hemp for the 
use of the navy of the United States. 


This resolution was taken up in committee of 


the whole, and,‘ after having been discussed by 
Messrs. BENTON, MANGUMV, PRESTON, 
BUCHANAN, CALHOUN, and WOODBURY, 
its farther consideration was posiponed until to- 
morrow. 

Toe joint resolution submitted by Mr. Tappan 
inrelationto the adjournment of Congress on 
Monday, the 30th August, was taken up; when 

Mr. MANGUM moved to lay iton the table. 
The question having been taken by yeas and nays, 
it was decided in the affirmative as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Archer, Barrow,Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Cleyten, Dix- 
on, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
and White—28. 

NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, 
King, Linn,McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson. Pierce, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, and Young—2l1. 

Mr. RIVES said he had given notice on Friday 
of his intention to have moved to go into Execu- 
session on Saturday, but he had failed to do soon 
account of the Land bill. There was some im- 
portant business to be acted on, and he would then 
move that they proceeito the sonsidcration of Exe- 
cutive business. : 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alle, Archer, Benton, Bu- 
ehanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthber', 
Fulton, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
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Rives, Sevier, Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
’ ’ 


Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and 
Young—23. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, 


Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Tall- 
made, White, and Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. BENTON said, in order to give the Sena- 
tors from Massachuseits an opportunity to vote, he 
would m.ve to go into Executive session. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the question was not 
in order: it had just been decided that the Senate 
would not go into Executive session. 

Mr. CLAY hped the Land bill would be pro- 
ceeded with until disposed of. There was also 
another important bill—the Revenue bill—which 
ought to be taken up. There was no urgent rea 
son why they should go into Executive session; 
there would be nothing detrimental from the delay, 
while the other measures were imperiously called 
for. ; 

Mr. CHOATE said, as he had been appealed to, 
he would say that he desired to have gone int 
Executive session on Saturday, and was dispored 
to do so now, but as his friends attached great im 
portance to the bill now before the body, he would 
not embarrass them at this time. 


The Land Disiribution bill was then taken up, 
the question pending being on the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Berrien, providing that in case the 
duty cn imported articles after the 20th Jane, 1842, 
shall be increased beyond twenty per cen!. ad valo- 
rem, to be computed according to the provisions of 
the act of 24 March, 1833, the distribution shal! 
cease, to be renewed whenever said duly is reduce! 
to twenty per cent. ad valorem, ubless prohibited 
by the other provisions of thi 

Mr. BERRIEN woul! modi'y the amendment, 
if inorder, and if not, he would move to amend it so 
that it might provide, thatif there shall, at any lime 
during the existence of this act, be levied aduty on 
imports, inconsistent with the provisions of the ac 
of March 3d, 1833, (the Compromise ac’,) entitled 
“An act to mocily the act of 14th Jaly, 1832,” 
and allother acts imposing duties on imports, be- 
yond the rate of duty fixed by that act, then the 
distribution previded in this act shall be suspended, 
and shall so continue, until this cause of suspen- 
sion shall be removed, and then shall be renewed, 
if not prohibited by the other provisions of this 
act. 

Mr. KING said the preposition of 
from Georgia amounted to nothing, and al'ered the 
bill in no respect. He was surprised that the Se- 
na'or, when he expressed his unwi'lingne a few 
days since, to vore for the distribution, if its eff et 
would be to inerease the duties on imports, should 
now be willing to vote for it, with the amendment 
aitached. The result of distribution would be two 
increase the rate of duties, and it would ran up the 
duty io an unlimited esten’, on the articles used by 
tbe Southern Siates, if there was a corresponding 
decrease of duty on other articles. He contended 
that this amendment was deceptive, and in no 
manner modified the bill. If Southern Senators 
were prepared to set this whole matter afloat, to 
adopt this amendment, and to pass the distribution 
bill at this extra session, they prepared for hig’ 
axation on their people. 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was a representative of 
a Suuthern State, and had off-red the amendment 
with a view to the interests of his constituents. He 
believed it was adapted to this purpose. It would 
not alter or restrict the power of Congress to regu- 
late the tariff subject when the time for that pur- 
pose arrive. There was no proviso that cou! | 
prevent a future Congress from going beyond the 
provisions of the compromise act, if they thought 
proper; but by this amendment he now asked an 
expression of the Senate that the provisions of the 
compromise act should be observed; and this w 
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very much deubted whether this would pass. 

Mr. KLNG said the amendment would be car- 
ried bz the other side, and that by the highest ta- 
riff men in the Senate. The amendment ‘hat he 
(Mr. K.) had offered, and which was immediately 
rejected by the tariff men, provided that the distri- 
bution should cease, and not be renewed, when- 
ever the rate of duty on any article exceeded 20 
percent.; but this amendment, which the Senator 
said was of the same characier, was to be accepted 
by them. iow could the Senator explain this. 
He asked Southern men to ponder well how they 
voted for distribution, when by it they would cre- 
ate a necessity for an increased rate of duties, un- 
der the plea of which necessity, others would come 
n, and vote to increase the duties on articles con- 
sumed by the South. 

Mr. CALHOUN believed there was much more 
probabilit. of preserving the compromise without 
than with the amendment; and, therefore, without 
soinz into the argument, said he should vote 
against the amendment. 

Mr. CUTHBERT opposed the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS said he should vote for the amend- 
ment, as its object was to modify the Senator's 
amendment to the form he wished. The amend- 
ment to the amendment was then accepted by 
general consen. as a modification. 

Mr. BERRIEN said perhaps he might modify 
ihe amendment so as to meet the views of the 
Senator from Alabama (Mr. Kina) by specifying 
thy rateof duty fixed by the compromise act, in- 
stead of referring to the act itself. 

Mr ALLEN wished to have the words “or any 
of them” inserted after the word imports. 

Mr. WALKER hored the Senator from Geor- 
gia would accept of the modifications. This was 
one of the most important questions of this session. 
I: was now to be decided whether Congress meant 
to adher> to the compromise act or not—whether 
three or four millions a year were to be taken ont 


| of the Treasury, to create an excuse for violating 


that act. It wasa question of more importance 
than the Bank bill, for that would not stand discus. 
sion before the people a single year, had it passed 
Coneress; it would be set aside’by the futace repre- 
sentatives of the people. 

After a short discussion between Messrs. BER- 
RIEN, ALLEN, WALKER, CUTHBERT, 
LINN, and HUNTINGTON, Mr. BERRIEN 
accepted the modifications, and the question was 
taken on the amendment modified, as follows: 

“That if at any time during the existence of this act there 
should be animpositiOn of duties on importa inconsistent with 
the provisions of the act of March 2, 1533, eniitled “An act to 

xlity the act of Id4th February, 1832, and ail the acts im- 
posing duties on imports,” and beyond the rate of duty fixed by 
that act, to wit, 20eper centum on the value of such imports, or 


} any of them, then the distribution provided in this act shall be 


uspended, and shall so continue until the cause of its suspen 
ion shall be removed, when, if not prevented by other provi 
act, such distribution shall be renewed.” 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that although the 
amendment as now modified was in substance the 
same as the second one ne had offered on Friday, 
there wa’, however, an important omission—that 
of including as part of the restriction the raising of 
money for the Treasury by loan. If this was not 
inserted, the duty might nominally continue at 20 
per cen'; yet loans might be carried on to any ex- 
tent for years, rendering increased taxatiou ihevi- 
table. 

Mr. BENTON was opposed to the whole mode 
of legislation now prevailing, and would therefore 
vote against the amendment, as he would against 
the whole bill. He had no idea of encouraging 
this sysem of carrying measures by extracting 
votes from sectional interests. He went for the 
whole c untry, in which the parts were included. 
He wou'd not support an amendment calculated 
to strengthen the vole on such a bill as this. 

The yeas and nays baving been called for and 
ordered, the question was taken, and resulted as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Berrien, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay ot Ken- 
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tuck¥,Clayton, Cutbbert, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Ker, King; Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, 
Porter, Preston, Sevier, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, 
Tatimadee, and Walker—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bates, Benton, Buchanan, 
Choate, Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Linn, Miller, 
Prentiss, Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, 
Williams, Woodbndge, Wright, and Young—18. 

Mr. LINN renewe! his amendment, offered in 
committee, to strike out the first nine sections of the 
bill, which contain the provision for the distriba- 
tion, and insert a provision appropriating perma- 
nently the nett proceeds of the lands 'o the common 
defence of the Union, by sea and Jand. He ad- 
verted to his argumenis, before mde, in favor of 
this proposition, viz: the necessity for ibe defence 
of the country at this critica! ju:cture, the consti- 
tutionality of this mode of applying the proceeds of 
the ‘ands, and its adaptedn-ss to avoid the agita- 
tions that would arise between different interests, 
from any other manner of their application. 

Mr. SMITH 0: Indiana said the ameadment had 
heen fully discussed before, and he did not intend 
to repeat the argument or prol ing the discussion on 
the bill. He world merely say that it proposed to 
change the entire nature of the bill, and he hoped 
it would not be adopted. 

Mr. BENTON observed that this carried the 
whole question directly home to the gentlemen, 
whether they meant to divert the public lands from 
the only legitimate and cousti:u'ional application 
of them—the defence of the country; orto distri- 


bute their proceeds for purposes wholly unconsti- | 


tutional. He would cal! for the yeas and nays 
for the purpose of giving the gentlemen an oppor- 
tunity of recording their names on this vo'e. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cathbert, Falion, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Tappan, Walk- 
er, Williams, Woodbury, and Wright—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Ber- 


rien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay of Kentucky,Clayton, | 


Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Pres'on, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Tallmadze, White, and Woodbridge 
—29. 

Mr. WOODBURY offered an amendment pre- 
viding *bat in case during the existence of this act 
any necessily shal! arise*'o borrow money to meet 
the wecessiues of Government, then the distribu. 
tion shall cease during the continuance of such 
necessity, and tijl any debt thus incurred had been 
extinguished. 


Mr. CLAY of Kentucky sad the gentleman and | 


his friends had created a large debt, which it was 
now incumbent on the present Administration to 
pay, and it might be necessary to effect a further 
loan in December, to meet the wants of the Trea- 
sary. ‘The amendment would destroy the bill. 


Mr. CALHOUN wished the Senator, if he had | 
any information that there would be a necessity to | 
make a further loan for the Treasury, in Decem- | 


ber, to lay it before the Senate. Loans were to be 
made, and the public debt to be increased by this 
“economica.” Administration, which would lead to 
an infr ngement of the compromi<e act. 

Mr. CLAY said, if the Revenue bill! passed, he 
hoped there would be no necessity fora further 
joan; and that in four years they would be able to 
pay off the debts of the late Administration, and 
meet the current expenses of Government under 
the decreasing revenue. It might be necessary to 
make an adJitional loan of some five or six mil- 
lions in September, t» anticipate the revenue from 
the Revenue bill He hoped not, however. 

Mr. WOODBUKY said, although the extra ses- 
sion was called to mee! the deficiency of the Trea- 
sury, estimated at six millions in September, and a 
loan had been provided of twelve millions, yet 
no money had been borrowed except one million 
andahalf. The expense of the extra sersion had 
been about a haifa milliov; and thas it appeared 
that there was abuta deficiency of about one 
million, about which so much cry of debt had 
been raised. 

Mr. CLAY wished to correct the Senator in a 
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point of fact. The extra session was not called to 
meet a deficiency that would exist in Septem- 
ber. There had been no such declaration uiade. 
The proclamation convening Congress spoke in 
general terms of the wants of the Treasury, and 
the state in which it had been left by the late Ad- 


ministration, as the cause of the convening of Con- 


gress 

Mr. KING said if there was a_ possibility 
of a necessity of another loan, it was another 
argument against the project of giving away the 
proceeds of the lands, the deficiency caused by 
which would have to be supplied by an increase of 
duty. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YFAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Rives, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
burv, Wright, and Younr—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky. Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hun‘ington, Man- 
gam, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pheip:, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith of Indi- 
ana, Southard, Ta!!madge, White and Wocd- 
bridge—- 26. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to postpone the bill until 


| the first Monday in December next, on which mo- 
tion he demanded the yeas and nays, when the 


vote siood as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay of Alzbama, Cuthbert, Falton, 


| King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 


Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 

Woodbury, Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay Kentucky, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, 
Ker, Mangum, Merrick, Mi'ler, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, ‘i'allmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—29. 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out in the 
10th section, the provision that the pre-emption 
should apply to “no portion of the public lands 
that have been selected asa site for a city or 
town.” 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana expressed his hope that 
the amendments would not be adopted. 

Mr. McROBERTS considered the provision of 
the bill useless, as lands that had been selected 
were no longer public lands. 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 15, nays 27. 

Mr. BENTON had another amendment to offer, 
the object of which was to carry home to his con- 
stituents the manner in which they had been treat- 
ed by their lords and masters at this extra session. 
He moved to strike out the provision that had been 
bamboozled into this bill, that no lands shall be 
subject to pre-emption on which are known salices 
or mines, 

_ Mr. SMITH of Indiana wished the provision to 
remain. It did not withhold such lands from sale, 
but from pre-emption. If it was ascertained that 
such salines or mines added nothing to the value 
of the Jand, it would be exposed for sale like any 
ether, and therefore the provision could at least do 
no harm. . 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 17, nays 28. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to strike out in the tenth 
section, the provision that p:e-emption shall not 
apply to unsurveyed land. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said the amendment had 
once been rejected, and he hoped the vote would 
now be the same. 

After further remarks by Messrs. CLAY of Ken- 
tucky, SEVIER, and HENDERSON, the amend- 
ment was rejected—yeas 19, nays 24. 

Mr. YOUNG moved to strike out in the four- 
teenth section the provision that “no parcel or lot 
of land actually settled and occupjed for the pur- 
poses of trade, and not agriculture,” shall be liable 
to entry under the pre-emption provision. 

This was rejected—yeas 21, nays 23. 

Mr. WALKER moved the amendment cffcred 
in committee, equalizing the grants of land to the 
new States with that already granted to Ohio. 











This was rejected—yeas 17, nays 23. 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the provi- 
sion that the distribution shall cease “when ihe 
Uuited States shall become involved in war with 
any foreign power,” and insert a provision that jt 
shall cease when they have just cause of war. 

The provision, as it stood in the bill, was bam. 
boozling, as preparations for war should be made 
before we were involved in war, without waiting 
till the war had commenced, 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 11, nays 29, 

Mr. BENTON moved a provision to exempt 
from distribution the lands now prepared for sale, 
and nct brought into market. 

This was rejected—eyeas 14, nays 27. 

The amendments now having been completed, 
the question was on ordering them to ah engross- 
ment, and the bill 'o a third reading. 

Mr. CALHOUN said as there were some mem- 
bers who wished to speak on the bill, he would 
move that it be postponed tll to morrow, and print- 
ed, before it was enzrossed. The motion jas ne- 
gitived withouta division. 

Mr. WOODEURY moved that the Senate ad- 
journ; which was negatived—yeas 21, nays 23. 

The quves'ion was then taken on ordering the bill 
to an engrossment for a third readimg, ard carried, 
as foilows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Cisy of Ken‘acky, Clayton, Dix- 
on, Evans, Graham, Mei dersun, Huntington, Ker 
Mangum, Merrick, Milkr, Morehead, Phe'p:,’ 
Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiava, 
Sonthard, ‘Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge— 
28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Pres.on, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to lay the 
bill on the’table till to-morrow, and that it be print- 
ed. The motion was carried. 

Oa motion of Mr. RIVES, then Senate then 
went into Executive session, and soon after ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 23, 1841. 

Mr. REYNOLDS of Hhsois appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

The journal of yesterday having been read, 

Mr. DEAN was understuvod to say that in the 
Intelligencer of this morning be found his vote re- 
corded in the affirmative in the list of yeas and 
nays on the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. Serceant] takirg the Bank bill out 
of committee. He desired to know how it was re- 
corded on the journal. 

he CLerg replied that the gentleman’s name 
was recorded in the affirmative. 

Mr. DEAN said he had voted in the negative, 
and he asked that the journal might be corrected 
accordingly. 

And it was so ordered. 

M:. PROFFIT said he believed that his name 
was not recorded atall. If it was not, it ought to 
be recorded in the negative, as he had so voted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made some motion or 
suggestion ia relation to certain documents in the 
hands of the pablic printer, which he complained 
there had been great delay in farnishing. The pa- 
pers had reference, asthe Reporter understood, to 
information farnished in answer to a resolution of 
Mr. J. on the subject of removals from office, &c. 

Mr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts objected; and, 
no'withstanding it was a privileged question, 

The SPEAKER ruled it out of order. 

FISCAL CORPORATION. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the House re- 
solved itse!f in o Commitiee of the Whole on the 
sate of the Union, Mr. Dawson of Georgia in 
the chair, on the House bill No. 14, being a bil! to 
incorporate subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the 
United Siates. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Turney to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL (who was entitled to the 
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fluor) addressed the committee during the hour 
with great power and elequence, in favor of the 
bill, and in emphatic reply to the speech,of Mr. 
Wise delivered on Saturday last. 

In te course of his remarks he expiessed his 
satisfaction al the veto which the President had 
put on the Bank bill, which he said hac received 
the approbation of no one; and at the same time he 
passd a high eulogiom on the President for his 
eminent public services and the parity of his prin- 
ciples. 

Mr. M. said he should vote for the bill because 
the veto seemed to give evidence that this bill 
would be sizned. He was glad that the first bill 
had been veloed. He now thought this bill was 
less objectionable, and that it would be signed, end 
that the wars of the Roses would be ended forever. 
He then went at Jeng'h to show thatthe bill might 
be signed by the President, and quoted clauses 
from the veto message, to sustain his argument. 
Ifthe President would veto the bill, he should feel 
bound, as a representative of the country, to try 
him with it, not to trap him, not to head him, not 
tv catch him with a running noos¢, buat to try bim. 

His hour having expired, Mr. M. was obliged to 
yield the floor without concluding his remarks. 

Mr. GILMER next addressed the commitiee in 
opposition {to the bill, and in the course of his re- 
marks gave an eloquent and interesting exposition 
of the States Rights dectrines to which this mea- 
sure is opposed. He repudiated the monstrous 
doctrine of estoppage, which, for the first time in 
the history of the Government, had been advanced 
on that floor, by which the decisions of an Exe- 
culive or a Congress could settle a constitutional 
question for their suecessors in all future times. 
He would not here, be said, stop tu irquire here for 
a President of the United States might be at liber- 
ty to think after the Supreme Court had pronouae- 
ed ils opinion; but he would beg gentlemen to re- 
member that this was a two-edged sword, and if 
the Executive had no right to think when the Su- 
preme Court had decided one way, he had no right 
to think when it bad decided the other. He pro- 
ie ed against the doctrine of precedents and settled 
quesucns. He would not inquire how ofien or 
by whom this great question of the constitutionality 
vf a Bank of the United States had been settled 
Did it cecur to gentlemen that it never could be 
seitied but by the Constitution itseli? The 
wili of an illustrious statesman, expressed forty 
years ago, Was not sufficient to settle a 
question which had agitated public opinion 
ever since that time. He should not stop to dis- 
cuss the doctrise of political consistency, or how 
far a statesman was bound to act up to the cha- 
racer which had distinguished bis whole political 
life, and whether he wes bound to adopt a new set 
of opinions after obtaining office. He would not 
Sop to inquire iato this new doctrine lately ad- 
vaneed by the organ ef the majority on that floor, 


insidiously covered up in the following lan- 
Guare: 

“How great the presumption, amounting almost to impious- 
ness, that would compel six persons, endowed by the Creator 
with the highest intellectual powers, distinguished among their 
lellow-men for the freedom and boldness of the exercise of 
those powers, and therefore placed in the highest trusts, to re- 
gulate all their thoug!its by those of any other mind with which 
they happen to be brought in contract !?? 


He would not stop to discuss these questions of 
political casuistry, or jesuistry, whichever you 
picase to call them; but, said he, give me leave to 
tell you, that if the doctrine is once established 
that public men are to change their opinions when- 
ever a Change comes over the dream of politicians, 
it needs no prophet to foresee that the days of our 
liberty are numbered. Whenever the President of 
the United Siates shall no longer think for himself 
—whenever, like the King of England, he is to 
have a Lord Chancellor to think for him—when he, 
aud his friends for him, are to express one set of 
opinions before the election, and he is to carry out 
another set after the election is over, then public 
Virtue is at an end, and liberty will not long sur- 
Vive it. As to the present bill, it was so rearly 
similar to the one to the one that had been vetoed 
by the President, that he looked upon it as a second 
“Monsieur Tonson come again.” It belonged to 
that class of incidental powers which had always 
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been claimed by one party and repudiated by the 
other, and which must always constitute the true 
division between the parties striving for ascenden- 
in this Government. As to the allusion that 
had been made to the Kitchen Cabinet in the other 
House, he disclaimed its having any application 
tohim. He occupied too lotty a position there 
for such shaits toreach him. Standing there as a 


| representative of the people, he was second to none, 


and had expressed no opinions to the President that 
he had not boldly and openly avowed on that floor. 
He and his friends had been taunted with oppos- 
ing the Administration without gentlemen saying 
who were the Administration. He should Jike to 
know whether it was at the other end of the ave- 
nae or in that building. Was it the President or 
the Cabinet? It had been said that one of that 
Cabinet had made more removals from Office in 
the short time he had been there, than had been 
made during the whole course of General Jack- 
son’s Administration, and that another member of 
that Cabinet was not far behind him. Was the 
President, he would ask, in favor of this sweeping 
proscription? After warmly and eloquently de- 
fending the President from the unwarranted at- 
tacks that had been made on him in the other 


House, Mr. G. showed that the qustion 
of a Bank of the United States was not 
raised at the Harrisburg Convention. -If it had 


been, that Convention would either have adjourned 
without making a nomination, or if they had 
pronounced in favor of such a measure, their 
nomination would have been defeated before the 
pe ple. 

Mr. PROFFIT said he believed the Whig party 
was vot to be found in these halls; they weve to be 
found atthe plovgh-handles and in the workshops. 
The Whig party sneceeded by the addition of the 
old Jackson men, who wished to reform the abuses 
of the Administration. He compared the vetoed 
bill, which was concocted in the Senateto make 
great men—‘o make Presidents—to a Jimping ani- 
mal that sia'ked up the avenue with a leg of brass 
and a leg of wood, and finally died with the Botts. 
He said he belonged to the corporal’s gaar:'; and if 
the member from Virginia would permit him, he 
would march as the humblest member of the for- 
lorn hope. He thought the President ought to have 
a new Cabinet; and if he was asked when, he 
should say now. If they went out of their own ac- 
cord, so much the better. He went against Mr. 
Cay with sorrow, but he never cou'd have Mr. 
Cray for bis President. He felt the chains upon 
his wrists now; he did not feel them when he advo- 
cated Mr. Ciay’s cause before the people for thir- 
teen long years. He said the name of the bill 
would be changed oefore it was passed, and he 
should not be surprised if ils authors store the title 
of the mach abused Sub-Treasury bill for it. Mr. 
P. defended the President with eloquence, and to 
the fullest ex'ent. 

Mr. COST JOHNSON followed in defence of 
the bill, contending that it was such a measure 2s 
would meet the approbation of the President, as 
might fairly be inierred from the veto message. 

Mr. POPE of Kentucky made a conciliatory 
speech. He aliuded to the prevalence of public 
opinion agaiasi the Bank. He said though he went 
for a Bank, and would go with his Whg friends, 
if tbey would not go with hia, still he thought the 
Fiscal Corporation would be a bone of contention 
for ages. He said he should feel a little mean 
when he went home with this little Fiscal Agen’. 
He began to feel mean already. He said if they 
would strike out the clause which forbade Con- 
gress to make another for twenty years, he might 
vote for it. 

Mr. EVERETT of Vermont went in favor of 
the bill, and expressed some satisfaction that the 
President had veioed the first bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD followed, and gave hi: 
Bank experience. He objected to the making of a 
Bank for borrowers. He went for the loaners 
He was glad the first Bank had been vetoed. He 
should go for this one now. He went into a de- 
fence of Mr. Cray, and said he could not be a dic- 
tator who opposed tyranny. 

The hour of four having arrived, the Louse, in 
pursuance of its order of Saturday, proceeded with- 











out {urther debate to vote on the amendmenis that 
were pending, or that might be offered. 

The first question was on the motion of Mr. 
Turney to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill; and, by ayes 82, noes 102, it was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr, 
Serceant, to strike out a!l after the enacting clause, 
and insert the amendments heretofore indicaved by 
him. 

Mr. BIDLACK offered the following, to come 
in at the end of the ninth fundamental article: 


“Andthe cashier of the said ‘Fiscal Corporation’ and each 
of its agencies, wherever established. shall annually, on the Lat 
Monday of January, transinit to each House of Congress & dist 
of all bills of exchange bought and sold by them—astating, the 
amount and date ofeach, with the nae or pamesof the draw- 
ers, endorsers, and acceptors, and showing the agrount OF bu- 
siness (hus done with each individual or tiem, with she dato 
and mode of payment: andthe said cashicrs and agentaahall 
keep a book, in which shall be entered a list of all the offfeers 
for the purchase or sale of any bills, with the action ef the 
board of directors thereon, or the action of the Committee of 
Exchange, if any such commuttee shall exist, and the books 
thus kept, shall, at all office hours, be open for the inspeétion of 
the public.” 


Rejected. 

Mr. BIDLACK said, he had many other amend- 
ments, but he way prevented from offering them. 
He also alluded to the fact that no Democratead 
been allowed to speak since the bill had betA iu 
commi'tee, 

Mr. WISE moved to amend the bill in the se- 
cond line, by striking out the words “in the District 
of Columbia,” (as the location of the mother iueti- 
tution.) Lost. ‘ 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved to amend the 9th 
section of the fundamental article, by striking out 
all ‘hat portion which restricts the Corporation to 
dealings in any thing except foreign bills Qf ex- 
change, &e. &c. and inserting that part of Mr. 
Ewing's projet, which restricied the Corporat.on to 
dealing in promissory notes, called bills of ex- 
change, gold and silver, &c. Lost: ayes 48, noes 
103. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to amend the 9:h fun- 
damental article, in the 109th line, after the word 
“Territory,” by inserting the words “the District of 
Columbia included.” Agreed to, 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved an amendment to the 
same article. making all bills payable at sight. 
Lost—ayes 58, noes 109. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the 6h sec- 
tion, in line 40, after the words “par value” by in- 
certing the words ‘ihe proceeds to be applied to the 

ayment of the public debt.” Lost. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend the 7th 
section, line 11, afier the words “nature or quality,” 
by inserting the words “except promissory notes.” 
Lost. 

Mr. SPRIGG moved to amend the 9th article 
(at line 109) by adding the words “including bills 
or drafis drawa in any State or Territory and pay- 
able in the same State or Territory in which they 
are drawn” Lost. 

Mr. SHIELDS offered the following amendment, 
which was rejected: Insert in the 4th jine of the 9th 
clause of section 11, after the word ‘“‘another,” the 
words “and not having longer to run than sixty 
davs.” 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered an amendment pro- 
hibiting the Bank from discounting or dealing in 
accommodation bills of exchange. Lost. _ 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered some other amend- 
ments, which the Reporter could not obtain... 

Mr. POPE moved to sirike out the 21st séction,) 
or that which prohibits the Government from es- 
tablishing another corporation during the existence 
of this.) Lost. 

The motion of Mr. SERGEANT was then 
agreed to,and the amendments offered by him were, 
by ayes 113, noes 55, agreed to. 

And then, on motion of Mr. SERGEANT, the 
committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in the amendments and ordering the bill 
to a third readinge—= 

Mr. STANLY moved the previous question; 
and there was a second. 

Mr.SPRIGG asked the yeas and nayson the 
main question, which were ordered. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN inquired of the Cuate if a 
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moton ior indefinite postponement would now be 
in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

And the question on ordering the main question 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 120, nays 97. 

So the House determined that the main question 
should now be taken. 

The House then concurred with the Committee 
of the Whole in the amendments. 

And the question being on ordering the bill 
and amendments to be engrossed for a third read- 

z— 

Mr. EASTMAN asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
123, nays 94. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


And it was ordered to be read athird time now. 


And the bill having been read by its title— 
Mr. MORGAN moved the previous question. 


Mr. WISE( who had endeavored to get the floor) | 
submitted to the Speaker that the bill had rot been | 


read a third treme. 

The SPEAKER said that the reading of the bii! 
by the title had been called for, and it had been so 
read accordingly 


Mr. WISE insisted on the bill being read at | 
large; afier which, he said, gentlemen could start 


fair for the floor. 


And the Clerk then read the whole bill through, | 


which occupied nearly an hour. 


And the question being on the final passage | 


thereof— 


Mr. A. L. FOSTER of New York obtained the 


floor, and moved the previous question. 


Mr. BOWNE appealed from the decision of the | 
Chair, giving the floor to his colleague, [Mr. Fos- | 


TER | 


Mr. DAWSON submitted that the proposition | 


was one which admitted of no appea', inasmuch as 


it was a matter which depended on the eye andear | 


of the Speaker, and no one else. 


The SPEAKER said the House had a right, if | 
it thought proper, to overrule the decision of the | 


Chair. 


Ar. WISE hoped, he said, that the gentleman | 


would withdraw his appeal. Al! that he (Mr. W.) 
had contended for, was a fair chance to contend. 
After a little conversation— 
The appeal was withdrawn. 


Mr. W. W. IRWIN inquired of the Speaker if 
ic would now be in order for him to move that the | 
further consideration of the bill be postponed until | 


the first Monday in December next? 


order, 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to jay the bill en 
the table; and asked the yeas aod nays on that mo- 


uon; which were ordered,aad, being taken, were— | 


yeas 93, nays 126 
So the bill was not laid on the table. 
And the question recurring on the demand for | 
the previous question, there was a second. 
And the main question was ordered to be taken. 
And on the main ques‘ion, ‘Shall the bill pass?” | 
Mr. STANLEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, | 
S. J. Andrews,Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, | 
Barnard, Barion, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Board- | 
man, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, | 
Milton Brown, J. Brown, Burne!!, William But- | 
ler, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. | 
Campbell, Caruthers, John C. Clark, S. N. Clark, 
Cooper, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Wm. C. 
Dawson, Deberry, J. C. Edwards, Everett, Fr<- , 
senden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, | 
Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Gra 
bam, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Hals‘ed, | 
William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, | 
Hiont, James Irvin, James, William Cost Johnson, | 
Isaac D. Jones, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Law- 


The SPEAKER said the motion would not be in | 
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Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Riuigway, Rodney, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Siade, Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, A. H. H. Start, Summers, Taliaferro, 
Jobn B. Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Tripiett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Ed- 
ward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, Jo 
seph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, 
Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, A.V. Brown, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. 0. Butler, Green 
W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, 
Daniel, R. D. Davis, J. B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Fioyd, Fornance, 
Thomas F. Foster, Gerry, Gilmer, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hu- 
bard, Hunter, Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, A. Kennedy, 
Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, Robert McCiel- 
lan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, J. Thompson 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sum- 
ler, Sweney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watier- 
son, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, 
Wise, and Wood—94. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. J. ©. CLARK moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken, and asked the previous ques- 
tion. 

And there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was ordered, and, being taken— 

The vote was not reconsidered. 

And the question then being on the title of the 
bill— 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to amend the same by 
inserting in lieu of the present title the words: “An 
act to provide for the better collection, sake-keep- 
ing, and disbursement of the public revenue, by 
means of a corporation to be styled the Fiscal Cor 
poration of the Wnitec States.” 

{Roars of laughter.] 

Mr. Seroeant asked the previous question; and 
there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the amendment 
to the tile) was ordered; and, being taken— 

The bill was amended accordingly. 

Mr. WISE moved to reconsider the vote just 


taken, by which the title had been amended; on | 


which motion, he said, he bad a few words to 
say. 

Mr. W. then addressed the House (amidst some 
interruption on points of order) for nearly half an 
hour. 

When he withdrew the motion to reconsider. 

And, at seven o'clock, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Turspay, August 24, 1841. 

Immediately after the reading of the journal— 

A message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives by their Clerk, announcing that it 
had passed “An act to provide for the better col- 
lection, safe-keeping, and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenue, by means of a corporation, to be 
styled the Fiscal Corporation of the United 
States.” 

Mr. BERRIEN moved that the bill be now 
read, for the purpose of reference; which was 
agreed to, and the bill read. 

The CHAIR then put the question, shall this bill 
be read a second time? when a majority of voices 
seeming to be in the negative, a division and count 
was called for, when 

The Chair annouuced that there were ayes 18, 
noes 17. So the bill was ordered toa second 





rence, Linn, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Mé- | ereadin 


son, Methio', Mattocks, Maexwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Os- 
borne, Owsley, Pierce, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randali, | 








2. 
Mr. BERRIEN moved that it have its second 
reading now. 

No objection being heard, the Secretary was pro- 
eseding to read the bill, when 











Mr. ALLEN interposed an objection. 

The CHAIR decided it was too late. 

This opinion was controverted by Messrs ALLEN 
TAPPAN, CLAY cf Alabama, and MOUTON’ 
and sustained by Messrs. BERRIEN, CLAY of 
Kentacky, and TALLMADGE, and the objection 
was eventually withdrawn, and the bill read a ge. 
cond time. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved that the bill be indefinite. 
ly postponed, on which he demanded the ayes and 
noes. 

Mr. BERRIEN opposed this motion for some 
time, when the question was taken on the indefinite 
postponement, and decided in the negative—ayes 
21, noes 24, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Se. 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright and Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay. 
ard, Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Ker, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, and Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved that the bill be referred 
to a select coinmiltee. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky seconded the motion; 
and after referring to the great amount of labor the 
former select committee had with the Bank bill re- 
ported by them, requested the Chair not to place 
him on the committee to be raised on the present 
bill, as he did not wish to have any thing particu- 
larly todo with it. Whether heshould support the 
bill or not, depended on whether his friends on the 
csmmittee could present some practicable and use- 
ful scheme of a Bank of the United States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would vote for the 
motion to refer this bill to a select committee. He 
fe jitoo great a regard for the Senator from Ken- 
sky to force this thing upon the Committee on 

mpance, of which he was chairman. A correct 
judge of human nature had said that there was but 
one step between the sublime and the ridiculous. 
The great Whig party had taken that step, when 
they determined to create this being, called “The 
Fiscal Corporation of the United States.” If this 
thing had derived its name from its nature, it ought 
to have been called ‘‘The Kite Flying Fiscality.” 
The great Whig party had descended through dif- 
ferent gradations until they at lenghth sunk to this 
Fiscality; and he, for one, should certainly not, by 
his vote, subject the Senator to the mortification of 
becoming its sponsor. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
referred to a select committee of five, consisting of 
Mr. Berrien, Mr. Evans, Mr. Ancner, Mr. More- 
HEaD, and Mr. Huntineron. 

The Fortification bill was then called for; but, 
the chairman of the Committee on Military At- 
fairs [Mr. Preston] not being in the Senate, it was 
passed over. 

Mr. KING, in the absence of the chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Relation, [Mr. Rivzs,] 
and in compliance with a promise made to that 
gentleman, that he would move to go into Execa- 
tive session at 11 o’clock, now made that motion. 
A large mass of Executive business had accumu- 
lated, and he hoped they would be able to get rid 
of some of it which had been before them for a 
-long time. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky opposed the motion. 
He hoped the Distribution bili would be passed 
and returned to the House before the Senate went 
into Executive session. There was no Exacutive 
business but whatcould be delayed a few days 
without detriment to the public interest. 

Mr. KING had understood that those Senators 
who wished to speak on the Distribution bill were 
not prepared to go on with the discussion to-day. 
If he had been misinformed, he would most readily 
withdraw his motion. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressing his willingness to 
proceed with the discussion of the Land bill, 

Mr. KING withdrew his motion, and the Land 
bill was taken up, the question being on its pas 


sage. 
Mr. CALHOUN spoke for nearly two hours in 
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opposition to the bill. Hus exposition of the origi- 
na! sin in which this measure has its birth, and the 
fatal consequences with which it is pregnant, was 
one of the finest, clearest, and most impressive ar- 
guments which he ever delivered. He first entered 
upon the constitutional topic, and this he illustrated 
with so many original views, as to give it ail the 
charm of novelty, although it has been repeatedly 
illuminated by the first minds of the Senate. 
He next argued the subject in all its financial as- 

ts. He showed that this land distribution was 
now, introduced to form a most baneful ingredient 
in that system of prostitution by which, from the 
beginning, the pure and simple institutions of 
our country were tobe worked up into a corrupt 
moneyed Government. He gave the outline «f 
this mischievous scheme of overshadowing the 
Constitution, from its inception in the first funding 
system, associated with a banking corporation, 
down t»> the fatal explosion of the last. He de- 
picted the long struggle that has incessantly agi- 
tated the country from this cause, which, like a 
volcano in his bosom, has given birth to all the 
shocks ithas felt fromiis infancy tc this hour. 
He porirayed the violent party rancor it had en- 
gendered, andthe sad melancholy depravation of 
private morals, as well as of all the elevated 
feelings of patriotism, which had issued from this 
source. 

In connection with this view, Mr. C. alluded 
to the proposition of Mr. Linn to dedicate the 
lands to the defence of the country, instead of 
surrendering it to increase the value of stocks 
(having no claims upon it) in the hands of the 
enemies of the country. He showed that naval 
preparation was the great means of reliance in 
maintaining our rights against the only rival 
from which they have any thing to apprehend, 
and he showed that distribution operated by a 
double process, to weaken our naval arm. First, 
directly, by taking from it the ‘neans which it was 
proposed to appropriate particularly to foster and 
maintain it, and next, indirectly, by rendering the 
imposition of duties necessary, which, in imposing 
restrictions on commerce, diminished our commer- 
cial marine, and destroyed, in the cradle, the her- 
culean strengih which was thence, in time of war, 
imparted to our navy. 

Mr. CatHoun, from the recently publi-hed 
documents derived from the inquiries of the Go- 
vernmen', produced some extraordinary facts to 
maik the effects of high duties on the tonnage and 
trade of the nation. He showed that, from 1824 
to 1830, which comprised the epoch of the high 
tariff, and the glorious days of the United States 
Bank, as they have been so repeatedly extolled, 
when domestic indusiry was so highly fostered by 
the one, and foreign commerce by the other, both 
our tonnage and trade had fallen off during the 
whole period, alihough the natural growth of the 
nation had necessarily greatly resisted the declen- 
sion produced by bad legislation. He then took 
the period of disaster, asit has been called by 
the Federal party—ihe epoch of the removal of 
the depcsites, the pet bank system, and Sub-Trea 
sury, and of thereduction of the tariff. Toe docu- 
meats showed that insteai of falling off, our ton- 
nage had increased more than a third, and our ex- 
ports doubled. The docamentary facts exhibited 
by Mr. Catnoun, make it perfectiy manifest that 
all the wailines about the ruin of ihe country, have 
sprung from the imaginings and falsification of hy- 
pocondriac Federalism. 

Mr. ARCHER replied at great lengihto Mr 
Catnoon, and without concluding yielde. to a mo- 
lion to go into Executive session, which was 
agreed to. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, 

And alterwards adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, Avgust 24, 1841. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, on leave granied for 
that purpose, offered certain resolutions ad- ped by 
a public mevting of the people of Goochland coun- 
ty, Virginia. 

Mr. JONES said that the preamble tc these reso- 
lutions asserted that, in the opinion of the meeiing, 
a crisis had arisen which threateced the purity and 
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safety of the institutions ef the country, by tae re- 
storation of that Federal misrule which proposes | 
the creation of a National Bank, the adjustment of 
the tariff, with a view to the protection of domestic 
manufactures, the creation ofa national debt, &c. 
te be enforced by the application of the gag law. 
They therefore resolved that the grant of a charter 
for a National Bank by Congress is a palpable vio- 
lation of the Constitution, unwise, inexpedient, and | 
dangerous to the liberties of the peopie; and that, | 
should such a charter be granted, they pledged | 
themselves to use ali honorable means to procure || 
its repeal as speedily as possible. That Congress || 
has no power to impose a tariff for protection; ‘hat 
it possesses no constitutional authority over the || 
subject of internal improvements within the States; | 
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that the creation of a loan for twelve millions ot 
dollars was unnecessary and uncal'ed jor by a wise 
administration of the finances; that Congress pos- 
sessed no power to distribute the proceeds of the || 
sales of the public lands among the States, or any || 
constitutional right to raise money from any source 
for distribution. In short, that the resolutions con- 
demned, in strong terms, nearly the whole batch 
of measures which had been introduced at the pre- 
sent extra session of Congress. 

As these resolutions had been printed by order 
of the Serate, and were now in the possession of 
members, he would move that they be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. CARY presented resolutions adopted by 
one of the most respectable meetings of ciuzens of 
the town of Petersburg, at which the venerable pa- 
triot, Gen. Daniel C. Cutts presided, and Chas. 
Campbell, esq. acted as Secretary. 

Mr C. availed himself of the occasion to ex- 
press his entire approbation of the sound constitu- 
tional principles contaiued in these resulutions, and 
asked the House, and the whole country, to give | 
them the most profound consideration; tor, if they 
were “abstractions,” they were ‘he pure principle 
of liberty, of the Constitution, of the Union. 

He asked that the resolutions be read by the 
Clerk, laid on the table, and printed. 

The resolutions were laid upon the table, but 
the House refused to print them. 


Mr. COLES asked permission to present a me- 
morial. He stated that he was particularly de- 
sirous to present it upon the earliest occasion, be- || 
cause it came from constiivents, the mos! of whom || 
were politically opposed to him; and from its re 
spectful manner towards Congress, it was entiiled 
to every at'ention usually given to similar papers. || 
The memorial which he heid in his hand was 
signed by a number of merchants, manufacturers, | 
and mechanics, of the town of Lynchburg, in the 

| 


State of Virginia. The memorialists represent 
that silence on the part of the people generally, 
should not be construed into acquiescence in the 
views of those interested in the passage of a bank- | 
rupt law; and that they view with alarm the ef. || 
forts which have been made to create false impres- || 
sions as to the epinions of the people cn this enb- | 
ject. They remonstrate asainst the passage of any 
tankrupt law at this extra session, wh reso mach 
other business wi!l prevent that deliberate exami- 
nation due to so important a subject. And they 
entreat Congress, at least, not to pass any benb- 
rupt law which shall have a retrospective opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Ccues said that, if he had received it at 
an earlier date, he m'ght have endeavored to o! 
tain an opportunity to urge at some length the rea- 
sons which had induced his consiiteents almcs: 
unanimously to be opposed to a bankrupt law 
Batt as the subject had passed from this House, al! | 
that it was proper for him now to do, was, to ask | 
ihat the memoiial be received and laid on theta | 
bie. 

| 
| 


Mr. ADAMS said he had a few petitions in re- 
lation to slavery in the District of Columbia. He 
said, as every body was praying for a redress of 
grievances, he trusted that his corresponcen's’ pra) - 
ers might be nuticed. He also presenied a petiticn 
from sundry citizens ct New Hawpshire, to ex- 
tend the right of suffrage in the District of Colaum- 
bia. Laid upon tie table. 


On leave given, memorials were presented by 


| 
| 


873 


oe et re 
ee 


ihe following gentlemen, and were appropriately 
relerred: 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN of Pennsylvania presented 
the memorial of John Graham aud divers other 
ciuzens of Butler, Armstrong, Venango, and Cla- 
riod counties, siating the inconvenience which they 
suffer for the want of a post office ou the road jead- 
ing from Botier, in Butler county, ?eansylvania, 
to Emlinton, in Venango county, in said State, and 
praying that the road between those two points 
via North Washington may be declared a post 
road. 

Memorial of Lewis Chambers and dive.s oher 
citizens, citizens of said counties, [0 a similar cf- 
fect. 

Memorial of Messrs. Carling, Robertson and Co 
and others, manufacturers of glass, in Alleghany 
county, in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the admission of soda ash and pipe 
clay tree ot daty. Laid on the table; 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland. 

On leave given, Mr. RODNEY offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
Municate to this House the several reports made by Lieut 
Emory, of the Engineer Corps, in rclation to the eituation 


and improvement oi the harbor at Newcastle, on the river Dela 
ware, 

On leave given by Mr. McKAY offered the fo!- 
lowing resciauon, which was adopted: 

Resolved, Uhat the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, directed to submit to this House at the commencement 
of the next session, an esUmate ofasum Of money which may 
be necessary to detray the expenses of collecting the public re 
venue, that an appropriavon for the same may be made by 


Congress. 
Un leave given, Mr. MOORE of Lows- 


lana, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Poat 
Roads he instructed to inquire into the expediency of changing 
the route between Natehez, Mississippi, and Harrisonburg, 
Louisiana, so as to run once a week by Waterproof Landing 
and Sicily Island, and once a week by Flowery Mound and 
Trinity; and also of establishing a post route on the West 
side of the river Mississippi, in the State of Louisians, from 
Fort Adamsto Lake Providence via Vidalia, Richmond, and 
Milliken’s Bend. 

On leave given, Mr. COWEN offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which, givieg mise to debate, was 
ordered to le over: 

Resolved, OY the Senate and House of Repre enta 


tives of the L niled Staies of Americain Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States beSand he hereby is, 
requested to cause such inquiries and examimaueons lo be made 
ashe may deem expedient to enable Congress to ascertain the 
most favorable situation for the establishment of @ Western ar 


mory in the Western and southwestern States, and communt 
cate the information collected by sald inquiries and examina 
tionsto Congr ss al the next session thereof, and that the sum 
of five thousand dollars be, and ihe same is hereby, appropria 
ted to defray the expenses of such inquiries and exanunauons 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, 


Mr. BOARDMAN, frem the Committee on Pub- 
lic Builiings and Grounds, made the fullowing re- 
port: 


The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to whom 
was referred the petition of the stonecutiers and other workmen 
on the public buiidings at Washington, praying an appropria 
tion for the continuance of said buildings, report: That, agreea 
bly w order, they have had eaid petition undertonsideration 
and are of opinion that the prayer thereot ought not to be grant 
ej. The committee are satisfied that the peuucners are proper 
subjects of commiseration, but it 1s not deemed advisable to 
grant them the relief asked, because the dewigns for the works 
spoken of in the petition are not completed and approved, nor 
the materia! of which they are to be constructed determined on, 
nor is it probable they will be during the present seasion, the 


rules of preceeding of this House juohibring the commitiee 
from entering upon the considerati 1 01 (hese subjects at pre 
serit; because, if those designe « were perfected and ay 


proved, and the material detert int u, the committee are de- 
cidedly of opinion that the construct:on should be made by con 
tract, as much the best plan which has been or can be devised 
for the construction of public buildings. It insures their com 
pletion at a much earlier period, ani at a mucii less expendi- 


ture of the public treasure. The commitiee ask to be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the petition, 


The report was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SAIJNDERS, from the committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom had been referred the joint re- 
solution from the Senate, providing for the distri- 
bution o: the printed returns of the sixth census, 
reported tte same with an amendment, (in rela- 
tion to tbe numeer of copies,) which was concur- 
red in. 

The amenc ment was ordered to be engrossed; 

And ts= bill, having been ordered to a third 
reading a‘ this time, was read a third ume and 

assed. 

Mr. BIDLACK suggested to the chairman of 
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the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
{Mr. Baracs] to move to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpore 
of taking wo the bill makisg appropriations for the 
Post Office Department. He [Mr. Biptack] did 
not feet exactly authorized to submit tha! motion; 
theugh he felt inclined so to do if the gentleman 
did not. 

On motion of TILLINGHAST, the House re- 
solved itself into Commitee of the whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Everett of Vermont in 
the chair.) 

Mr. TILLINGHAT moved that the committee 
take up the joint resolation providing for the dis- 
tribution of the Digest of Patents. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that tne committee take up 
the bili making appropriations for the Post Office 
Department. 

Mr. GILMER moved that the committee take up 
the bill providing for placing the Statue of Wash- 
ington in the Rotundo of the Capitol. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

‘The motion of Mr. Briacs having prevailed, the 
commitiee proceeded to the consideration of House 
bi! No. 30, which is as follow=: 

A BILL to make appropriation for the Post Office Department. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa: 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the sum of four hundred aad ninety-seven thousand 
six hundred aud filly-seven dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriased oul of any money inthe Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to enable the Post Office Depariment to meet 
itaepgagemenisand pay its debts, to be accounted for inthe 
manner prescribed in the second section of the “actto change 
the organization of the Post Office Department, and to provide 


more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof,”’ 
passed July 2, 1836. 


The bill having been read— 

Mr.’ BRIGGS (from da'a before him, notin the 
possession of the Reporter) explained the condition 
ofthe Department, and the necessiiy, with refe- 
rence to it, of granting this appropriation, upwards 
of two hundred and sixty-seven thousand dollars 
of which had fallen due prior to and withia the 
quarter ending March 3lst, beyond anv means in 
the power of th: Departmeat to meet the de- 
mand. 

This, Mr. B. believed, was the first time in the 
history of the Department when such an appro- 

riation bad been called fer. He did not know, 
owever, but thatsuch a bill (to an amount not 
heard by the Reporter) had been reported some 
years azo. Asa principle, he thought that the 
Post Office Department should defray its own ex- 
penses, and shou.d not, as a matter of princip'e, 
draw money from the common Treasury. To 


charge the expenses of the Department upon th® 


general Treasury would, he believed, be a dan- 
gerous principle. But this was not propo:ed tu be 
done. 

The Department from time to time, since its or- 
ganization, had paid into the common Treasury 
ene million one hundred and three thousand and 
sfaty-three dollars, without having drawn one cent 
from it; so that, at this time, the freasury of the 
United S:ates was actualiy indebted to the Post 
Offte Department in that amount, a portion of 
which. amount was now called for to relieve the 
Department, and enable it to meet its immediate 
necessities. 

[f any gentleman had scruples as to voting for 
this bill on the cround that the principle was new, 
he could propose an amendment, either providing 
that the Departmest should account for this Joan 
Out OF its own funds, or from the funds heretofore 
paid over by it into the Treasury of the Unit-d 
States, out of its own receipts. 

The facts which he had stated wou'd be suffi- 
csent, he thoughi, to meet any objections which 
might be urged. Yet even this appropriation he 
would got consent to make bat for the pressing na- 
ture-of the case, and for the gross injustice done 
to the creditors of this Department. For these 
een Me. B. strongly urged the passage of the 

ill, 

Mr. GILMER expressed his concurrence in the 
views of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Brags.) That gentleman had made out a clear 
case of justice and necessity. The only scrapie 
which he (Mr. G.) supposed any gentleman could 
feel in voting for the bill, was that which bad been 
adverted to by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
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namely, the principle of permitting or encouraging 
the Post Office Department to rely on the Treasury 
Department for its support. That Department 
should sus'aia itself; it appeared, however, it had 
noi doneso. The debt tor which this bill provided 
was due, and if these means were not appropriated, 
the transmission of the mails ia many paris of the 
country would be retarted, if not prevented. 

But with a view to meet the objection which he 
bad suggested, he would offer the fcllowing amend- 
ment, (to come in after end'of the bill.) 

“Prorided, That the money hereby appropriated shall be 
accounted for by the Post Office Department hereafter, when 
the condition of its funds shall permit, to be refunded into the 


Treasury, or deducted from any sums which the Post Office 
Department may heretofore have paid into the Treasury.” 


This, Mr. G. said, wou d obviate any difficulty 
on this point. As to the naked justice of the pro- 
position, no man, he supposed, could deny it. 

Mr. RCOSEVELT did not rise, he said, to op- 
pose the bill or the amendment, but to express his 
dissent from the doctrine incideatally laid down by 
the gentleman from Massachnsetts, [Mr. Buiaas,] 
and concurred ia, ashe (Mr, R.) understood by 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. GiLmer ] 
So .ar from believing that the Post Office De- 
partment ought never fo draw on the Nation1! 
Treasury, but ought exclusively (as he believed 
had been urged) to sustain itself, he thought that 
its burdens ought, to some extent, to fall on the 
National Treasury, and that, in part at least, it 
ought not to sustain itself. The doctrine that the 
letter-writing part of the community ovght to bear 
the whole burden was, he hoped, about to be ex- 
ploded. He hoped the day was soon to come 
when we should adopt the improvements which had 
lately been made in that country from which we 
derived some of our best institutions—improve- 
ments which, he contended, were founded in jus- 
tice and sound policy; he alluded to the redaction 
of the postage on priva’e correspondence. He be- 
lieved that part of the burdens of the Post Office 
Department should be thrown rpon the National 
Treasury. He hoped that we should soon see a 
ehange of cpinion en this subject. 

Mr. J G. FLOYD addressed the chair, and com- 
menced by saying that the bill under consideration 
appropriated a fraction short of half a million of 
do'lars from the Treasery proper to the debts and 
liabilities of the Post Office Depariment. That, by 
the Constitution, it was necessary that all bills of 
this nature should originate in this House, and 
that it was according to the spirit of Enelish as 
well as American liberty, that the popular branch 
of the Legisiature, composed of the more immedi- 
ate representatives of the people, should have a 
check upon the other departmen’s of the Govern- 
ment by being able to grant or withhold supplies, 
He certainly had no reason to expect that this most 
salutary check, however it might be necessary, 
would be interposed by the majority of this House— 
a House which, so far from being a barrier egainst 
Executive encroachment, he would say, if it were 
not proper by the rales that be should treat it with 
respect, had stultified itself at the very commence- 
ment of the session by adopting a rule that it 
would transact no business except such as was re- 
commended by the Executive himself. The con- 
duct of the majority should not, however, deter him 
from discharging his duty, and he should take this 
oceasion to inquire how far the administration of the 
Post O tice Departme it was worthy of being sus- 
tained under the prsent auspices; and, if the ma- 
nagement cf the Department was bad,and it could 
be reached by no other meacure of reform, it would 
be the duty of this House to refuse to vote itfur- 
ther means of doing ill. The honorable member 
from Mas:achusetts, [Me. Briges,] who introduced 
this bill, has informed the House that the Past OF- 
fice Department has hitherto not only supported 
itself, but bas pai! thesum of one million of dol- 
lars, its surp!us carnings over and above its ex- 
penses, into the general fund; and yet, at this 
time, when the business of the country has greatly 
increased, we have an application for half a mil- 
lion to keep the Department from bankruptey, 
Mr. F. said he had no doubt that, bad the late 
P. stmaster General [Mr. Niles] been continued in 
office, that, by a judicious system of curtailment of 
mail service for a short pericd, all the expenses of 








the Department would have been paid from jy, 
own receipts, without any such application as ih)s. 
He believed the present Postmaster General to po 
incompetent to discharge properly the legitimate 
duties of his station; and he further believed hat 
he had neglected those duties to attend to the po- 
litical. operations of the office—that instead 
of applying himself to a careful managemen: 
of the finances of his cffice, he had devoted him. 
self to the wretched work of removals, of cutting 
off heads. Mr. F. did not doubt that for the latter 
branch of business he was abundantly competent, 
for it was work, (to use the language of a Pre«i. 
dent of a Northern college, upon whom some 
trick had been played) which not require a Mo. 
loch nor a Beelzebub, but rather some iitile, dirty, 
spiteful devil. Not only, said Mr. F. does the 
financial condition of the Department proclaim 
the incompetency of the incumbent, but the power 
of removal and appointment has been exercised in 
a manner disgraceful to the country, andso long 
as the duties of that office were discharged, or ra- 
ther neg'ecied, and its powers abused, as they 
now are, he wc uld not vote a dollar for its support, 
If the President disapproved of the conduct of this 
member of his Cabinet, it is his duty to discharge 
him—if he approves of it, then there is a sijll 
greater propriety in withholding th s appropriation. 
There bever was a time, said Mr, F. since he had 
known any thing of the action of this Government, 
when complaints of the inefficiency of the mai! 
service wereas loud and frequent as at the pre- 
sent moment. It isso bad thateven the partvans 
of the Administration are open mouthed against 
it: and, as a single instance, he would read a 
short extract from the National Intelligencer of 
this morning, the official newspaper, in these 
words: 

‘‘ Itis clear, from the condition of the Pest Office Depart 
meat, that some radical reform is necessary before tie service 
can be well managed by the Government aid the Depart. 
ment- 


What a commentary, Mr. F. continued, does the 
Postmaster General farnisi upon his own condeet, 
It is said that his removals have averaged one hun- 
dred and thirty a week since he has beea im office. 
And what reason is given for this official havoc, 
with which he has fed tat his party spre?) Why, 
that the persons removed, differed politically from 
the Administration. And now that it turns out 
that the Postmaster General himself differs from 
the President upon what may be consid red the }ife 
or death measure of his administration, co we 
find that high functionory following the rule he has 
applied with so much rigor to others? Does he re- 
sign? Nay, verily; he clutches his office still closer, 
even with a death grip. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL was surprised at the 
grounds taken against the bill. Here was an ad- 
mitted debt due to inneécent third parties, and a 
gentleman objected to voting a dollar of it because 
he had objections to the present head of the Post 
Office Department. Whose debt was it? How 
came it here? Whose was the responsibility? 
Why this tirade against the Postmaster General 
because the Depariment had been left in debt by 
his predecessor? The debt existed; the question 
was whether it should be paid? It had beea incur- 
red by the late head of the Department, not by the 
presen’; and because the creditors now asked for 
their money, were the friends of the Postmaster 
General to sit and hear him attacked and vilified 
when he bad been but three or fonr months in of- 
fice, because he had had to commence the discharge 
of his duties with a heavy debt already upon his 
hands? But the gentleman had let the House 
kaow his object; it was apparent to every body: 
the gentleman’s object was to make a violent at- 
tack on the Postmaster General for electioneering 
purposes, and because he had removed fromm cffice 
some of the gentieman’s political friends. He de- 
nied that the Postmaster General had removed 
officers but those who were unworthy, and who 
had neglected their duties to attend to electioneer- 
ing. The only just ground of complaint on that 
subject was, that he had not removed more. 

The gentieman had referred to complaints of 
proscription, and bad read to the Howea scrap of 
a newspaper: but Mr. S. cou'd tell him that, in 
Massachusetts, there were much greater and loud- 
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er complaints that the Postmaster General had re- 
duced the contracts and curtailed the routes be- 
cause of the impoverished condition of the Depart- 
ment. The genileman had said that the Postmaster 
Genera! had removed postmasters from office who 
did not d ffer as much from himself as he did from 
the President, and yet he held on to office witha 
death grasp, and refused to resiga. What! had it 
come to this, that a public officer, the head of a 
Department created by law, if he differed on any 
point from the Executive Head of the Republic, 
must either resign or be turned out of office? 
Could there be a more perfect despoti-m imagined? 
Mr.S. trusted in Ged that we had not confe to 
such a pass as that: he hoped there were some little 
remains of liberty lei{tto us. it was to be expeced 
that differences of opinion would exist on the part 
of those who, on every other pvint, migh' cordially 
approve and support the views of the Executive: 
and there was in fact the most perfect harmony of 
general sentiment between the Presideat, his Cabi- 
net, the two Houses of Congress, and the great 
majority of the American people. Yet the debts 
of the Government must not be paid because an 
executive officer did not choose io march out of 
office because of one point of difference of opinion 
between himself and the Presid-nt! 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that he was op- 
posed to the passage of this bill—that it introduced 
a new principle into the legis!ation of this House. 
He believed that there was not a solitary instance 
from the commencement of the Gorerament, of 
supplying the Post Office with meass from the 
public Treasury—it was designed to support itself, 
and that its expenditures should never be permit- 
ted to go beyondits income. This was a princi- 
ple from which he was unwilling to depart. If 
we once commenced furnishing the m-ans from 
the public Treasury, there wouid be no limit, no 
restriction upon its expendviture—'hat Departraent 
had never had connection with the Treasury until 
afew years past, aod then merely for the proper 
adjustment and supervision of its ace unts. This 
he thought wasrght. There was no reaton why 
the great mass of thecommunity should be taxed 
to support that establishment, which operated 
mainly for ihe benefit of newspaper readers and letter 
writers, and those who enjoyed its advantages 
should pay the expenses. Hence it was that the 
esiablishment had always been sustained by a tax 
on letters and newspapers, and no demand ever 
made on the Treasury. ‘The Depariment ha! 
often before been- embarrassed. He _ recol- 
lected one other occasion upon which appli- 
cation had been made to this Honse for relief, 
and for the reasons suggested, it had been prompt- 
ly rejected. This proposition seemed to him, in ae- 
cordance with the other measures of the Whig par- 
ty during this stssion. The public Treasury was 
to be made and kept empty t» justify gentlemen in 
giving us another hgh tariff; and hence it was, 
that the revenues arising from the public lands had 
been taken from the Treasary and given away 
Now commenc: a new system of fu.nishing the 
means for the Post Odice from the public Treasu- 
ry,and it woul! not stop h re; it would go on, 
year after, until the whole esiablishment would be 
thrown upon the Treasory. ‘hes, with other ad- 
ditional bardens alrealy thrown upon it, and ihe 
loss of the revenue from public lands, wou!d pro- 
duce the neces ‘ity of another oppressive tariff, 
which he had no doubt many gentiemen on this 
fluor desired. Heretofore, when this department 
became embarrassed fro:a any cause, instead of 
appealing to Congress, and seeking relief from the 
Treasury, the uniform course had been, to get the 
relief desired by a pioper curtailment of the ex 
peaditures of the D partment—by keeping the ex- 
penditure within the income Sach shou'd nov 
be the case. An excuse is now made for resorting 
to the public Treasury, that these embarrassments 
of the Department were produced during the last 
Administration, either by the neglect or imisma- 
nagement ofthe predecessor of the present Poste 
master General. 

He regretied to see an evident inclination on the 
part of the Secretaries to justify or excuse many 
of the measures of the present session by casting 
reproach upon tae last Administration, Tae Se- 


cretary of the Treasury, by an ingenious and art- 
ful statement of the accounts in his financial re- 
port, had made an impression upon the public 
mind—he would not say that the Secretary had de- 
signed to do so—that the Government was more 
than thirty millions in debt, and the Whig press 
had proclaimed it from cne end of the country to 
the other. Every man upon ‘this floor knew now 
how utterly false this impression was; and of the 
twelve millions which Congress had authoriz-d 
him to borrow, much the larger proportion of it was 
Cesigned for other purposes than the payment of 
the outstanding debts. 

{Here Mr. J. was called to order for irrelevancy, 
and, after some conversation, proceeded. } 

He had as little faith in the financial state- 
ments of the Postmaster General as he had in that 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. From the best 
examination he could give the subject, he had no 
doubt, if the late Postmaster General had been con. 
tinued in office, we should never have heard an ap- 
p ication to this House for the relief of the Depart- 
ment, and that any embarrassments under which it 
labored would have been discharzed from its own 
resources. 

{Here several voices were heard mentioning the 
name of Amos Kendall in derision. ] 

Mr. J. said: Yes, if Mr. Kendall had the ma- 
nagement of the Department, he had no question 
the income of the Department wou!'d soon be made 
equal to its expenditure-; and he took this occasion 
to say, in justice to him, that he had long known 
him as a public officer, and that he believed no 
officer in the Government had mano2ged any de- 
partment with more fidelity, integri'y, and talents, 
than he had done; that he believid the Post Office 
Department had never been better managed than 
by hiv. Gentlemen might, if they chose, com- 
pare the present Pos'master General with him, and 
he would venture to say that he never was and 
never could be made the equal of Mr. Kenda!! in 
that Department. 

Mr. J. said that he supposed the present Post- 
masier General had been too much occupied io ‘he 
management of the political machinery of the De- 
partment, to bestow much attention to its finances. 
We hear every day, from every quarter, of his 
proscriptions. The best men in thecountry were 
driven from public office to make room for noisy 
partisans; and he believed forno better reason than 
that their politics did not suit bis taste. In the 
other branch of the Legislature, the number had 
been estimated at 130 per week. He knew not 
the number. Shortly after the commencement of 
the session, he endeavored to a-certain by a cali on 
the Vepartment—by accident he had got his reso- 
lution through this House—it had been answered 
and ordered to be prin‘ed near twenty days ag¢— 
it went in due time to the printer—‘bere it now re- 
mains, and he presumed we shou!d not receive it 
uaii! this bill was finally acted on. The Bank bi’! 
had been presented to the House on Friday eve- 
ning—a larger document, he presumed, than the 
at » fo lis resoluiion—that was printed ind 

aid on our tables on the next morning. Toat was 
a favorite mea-ure on one side of the House, 
whilst the o her had as well be kept back. Bo it 
was with the document containing the items of ex 
penditure of General Harrison’s funeral; a most 
extraordinary document; and it was nt sirange 
that gentlemen of the majority seemed desirous to 
avo d its publication; it would teil before the pzople 
of the country, and might make qui'e as mach 
noise as the false stories put in circulation about 
the gold spoons and fine furniture ia the house of 
the President. 

The proscriptions for opinion’s sake, wh'ch had 
been going on in this Department, he considered 
disgraceful to the country. He woud mention one 
instance, because ithad occurred in his own dis- 
trict—a district he had represented for ten years-— 
and during the time, when the Whigs clamored 
most loudly against the proscription of General 
Jackson, in his dis'riect there had been nothing like 
it. A majority of the offices were all the time fill- 
ed with Whigs, after the division of parties in his 
Sta‘e, and most of them oppcinted upon his recom- 
mendation. Daring the time, one of the post- 
masters, (at Springfield) bad taken an unusually 





active part in the elections, and particularly against 

himse'f; had followed him from place to | lace, 

whilst in his county, bad given a certificate vgainst 

bim, which was false, and proven to betalse. He 

forborne as long as possib's recommending bis re- 

moval, until urged earnesily by his poliveal ftiends, 

as an actcf jastice to them, many of whom had 

lost all confidence in the honest minagement of 

the office; so much so, that some of them  actu- 

ally did much of their correspondence through 

other offices than the one in theit own village, 

to avoid their letters passing through his hand. 

He recommended his remeva!, and it was done— 

the office was given to one of his pohtical friends, 

who held itneara year and resigned. Capt. Fortane 

was recommended and appcinted—a man of anex- 

ceptionable character—quiet and unobstrasive in 

his manners—aever, so tar as he knew, engaging 

in electioneering or taking part in elections, farther 

than exercising the right of voting; and he had 

been recently informed, had usally voted the 

Whiz ticket uu'il the Jast Presidential election, 

when he declined voting cn either side. The pre- 

sent Postmaster Genera! found this man in office, 

discharging the duties faithfully and honestly, and 

se faras he knew to the satisfac ion of every body; 

but political excitement was op; his office 

was needed to pay this active certifying 

partisan, who had been dismissed for his improper 

interference in elections. Though he had been re- 

moved upon a petition numeronsly signed, got gp 

in the midst of great political excitement, yet he 

believed there was no charge mae against him— 

no intimation that the daties of the cffice had not 

been faithfully and honestly performe’, and Tam 

sure no such charge could have been made with | 
trath. There was no ground for his removel— 

not the slightest pretex'—uniess it was done to 
gratify the malignant feelings of bitter partisans, 

or to reward this certifying Whig clectioneérer 

with the spoi!sof office. Possibly, sir, the Post- 

master General might bave had another motive. 

He might have been informed, xs Mr. J. bad ree 

ceatly been, that this restored depuy postmaster, 

whilst formerly in office, had sent in the mail bags, 

and of course free of postage, cconskins to some 
of the constituents of the hoacrable member from 

Kentucky, (Mr. Uxprerwoop ] The devotion of 
the Postmas‘er Genera! and his friends to this spe- 
cies of animal during the last Presidential contest, 
may have warmed his heart toward this applicant 
for restoration. Mr. J. said he mentioned this in- 
stance of unjustifiable proscription, (and he had no 
doubt hundreds of others equally as bad had taken 
place,) merely toshow the course of things in that 
department under its new administration. If the 
Postmaster General had bestowed as much time 
and attention to ihe finane al affairs of the Depart- 
ment as he had given to the decapitation of honest 

Democratic posimasters, atd rewarding greedy 
offic: hunters, we shou!d not now have been called 
on for half a million of dollars to meet the con- 
tracts of the Department. I concur, siv, ertirely 
with the member from New York, [Mr. Froyp,] 
that he is wholly incompetent to the duties of that 
office, unless it 1s to be made a mere political ma- 
chine for the mavagement of elections. 

Mr J. said be shuu'd nct now set the first ex- 
ample of supp'ying the Post Office from the public 
Treasury, nor should he vote any relief to th: De- 
partment, until a further examination was had into 
the condition of the Department, and its ‘finances 
better understood, or until the Postmaster Gehrral 
had leisure from his political duties to give us a 
more satisfaciory accoant of them. 

Afier some remarks from Mr. TILLINGHAST 
in :vpport of the bill— 

Mr. CLIFFORD observed that as he should 
vote against this bill in every Shape and form 
at this ses:ion of Congres, he would say a few 
words inexplana'ion of his reasons for so doing. 
He wished it to be borne in mind, that this Admi- 
nistration came into power on the 4h of Mareh 
last, unacquainted with the business of this De- 
partment, embrac’ng a greater variety of subject 
than any other Department of the Government. 
Waiving the question whether the head of the Depart- 
ment was compet-nt or incompetent, he was con- 
fident that there was not a man in Christendom 
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who is capable in so short a time of forming an 
opinion whether the means of the Department 
were sufficient to cary on its operations. Add 'o 
this the fact, that this Department had never been 
thro-vn on thegeneral Treasury, from the beginning 
of the Government till this day, and it would be 
sufficient to induce him to pause before he voted for 
the bill. He believed that upon no just conside- 
rations were they in a condition to take this leap in 
the dark,for no other reason, as far as he could unde:- 
stand, than to'plunder the Treasury for the purprse 
of burdening the people witha load of debtat the next 
session of Congress. Whether the Pos'master Ge- 
neral had turned his attention more to the decapi- 
tation of his political opponents whom he found in 
Office, than to the duties of his Department, he 
could not say; but, said he, it is our duty to ascer- 
tain to a certainty what the embarracsmeats of the 
Department are, and whether it cannot relieve it- 
self from them by a prudent managemeat of its own 
resources, before we exhaust the common Treasu- 
ry by this. large appropriation. Mr. ©. here ex- 
amined and commented on the statement furnished 
by the Post Office Departmen’, and contended that 
no sort of confidence could be placed in it. Ffe 
disclaimed the imputation made by the gen'leman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Savtonstat] that he wa: 
going to stop the wheels of the Government, be- 
cause he had no confidence in the heais of the De- 
partmen's ‘There was another resson why the 
Postmaster General could not have properly inves- 
tigated this subject. It has been said that he has 
removed from office about one hundred an‘ twenty 
persons per week. He did not make the charge 
shat this was true, for he was sorry thal he had not 
authentic information on the subject, in conse- 
quence of the Printer’s not having returned the do- 
cument containing that information, which the 
House, nearly three weeks ago, ordered to be print: 
ed; butif the Postmaster General had attended to that 
duty, there was very good reason to believe that he 
could not well have attended to any thing else. The 
gentieman from Massachusetts justified (he proscrip- 
tions thathad been made, aud regreticd ‘wat there 
were noi more of them He rememberid that the 
Whig newspaper of his town, in an articie on this 
subject, excused the Postmaster General for not 
proceeding faster with the work of proscription, by 
showing what a number of cases be had to atiead 
to, and how impossible it was forhim to gvi through 
with them as fast as the expectants required, beg 
ging them to be patient, as the removals would a!! 
be made in good time. All this was done by a 
party which professed, before the elections, te pre- 
scribe proscription; which denounced the Demo- 
cratic partly as a proscriptive party, and promised, 
if they succeeded, that no man should be removed 
from office for opinion’s sake. According to_ the 
doctrine of the genileman from Mas-achusetis, 
(Mr. Sartonstatt ] if the head of a Depariment 
differs with the President on the mos! important 
political questions, it is tyrannical and unjust t) 
remove him from office; but if a clerk in one ol 
the Departments differs in opinion with the head of 
it, it is right and fair to remove him. In the gen- 
ileman’s opinion, the work of proscription does 
not go on fastenough. But go on, gentlemen; I 
don’t complain of proscription. All [ complain 
ef is, the hypocrisy which professed to be opposed 
to proscription before the elections, and practises it 
to the fullest extent since. 


With regard to the embartassments of the ser- 
vice, one way of getting over them would be to 


lessen the transportation. I do not know whether 
the Postinaster General has resorted to this mode 
of relief or noi; but it is probable he h:s not. I 
understand he has discontinued the Sunday mail 
between New York and Boston; but whether that 
was done on the principle of economy cr for the 
introduction of another principle, which was once 
a subject of considerable controversy, and has re 
ceived the reprobation of the people, I am not able 
tosay. The principle that the Post Office should 
sustain itself from its own resources, is a valuable 
one, that ought not to be departed from withou! 
the most imperious necessity and the most indis- 
putable proof that the data on which tie applica- 
tion is founded are correct, 
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Mr MORGAN made a few observations in sup- 
port of the billand in reply to Mr. Fioyp. — 

Mr. HOPKINS observed that he would not have 
said a word on the subject, if he had not been a 
member of the committee, and differing with a ma- 
jority of it in regard io the propriety of the present 
appropriation. Undtr these circumstances, it 
would be necessary for him briefly to assign the 
reasons which induced him to vote against it. If 
an appropriation was to be made, he would prefer 
that it should be made in the manner suggested 
by his colleague, [Mr. Gitmer;] but he believed 
that no appropriation was necessary. It had been 
the settled policy of the Government from its foun- 
dation to the eresent time to keep the expenditures 
of the Post Office Department within i's receipts; 
and it had sometimes occurred that there was an 
excess of expenditure over the receipts, when the 
expenditures were reduced; but on the other hand, 
when there happened to be an excess of revenue 
over the expenditures, it had been absorbed by in- 
creasing the transportation. In this way the De- 
partment got on very well, without ca'ling on the 
Treasury fora dollar. The gentieman from Mas- 
sachusetts said that the Department borrowed mo- 
ney nnder Mr. Barry’s administration, and that 
the Government had to appropriate eight hun- 
‘red thousand dollars to pay the sum borrowed. 
This might be so; he would not pretend to con ra- 
diet it, bot be believed the gen'leman had been mis- 
informed. On the contrary, he believed that Mr. 
Kendall, who had been more persecuted by the 
party now in the majerity on that floor than any 
other man in the Democratic ranks, had, by his 
wise and prudent management of the Department, 
not only paid eff the debtcreated under Mr. Barry’s 
administration, but had left it with a surplas on 
hand. Mr. H. after passing the highest encomi- 
ums on Mr. Kendall as a faithful and efficient 
public ¢fficer, said he would invite that gentle- 
man’s persecutors to examine the books of the De- 
partment, and to institute the severest scrutiny into 
his administration, satisfied that such a scrutiny 
would be sufficient to demonstrate the correctness 
of what he said. Under Mr. Kenda'l’s adminis- 
tration that Department would compare with any 
Department of the Government. He would not 
g. into the subject ef proscription, believing it un- 
necessary to the present issue. He, however, con- 
curred with the gentleman from New York that the 
Executive ought to have around him his political 
friends—men who agree with him ir opinion—to 
aid him in the administration of the Government. 
He did not profess to know who were the Presi- 
denvs friends, but this he would say, that if he 
will give us a Republican Government, as Mr. 
H. believed he would, he would stand up as 
the friend of John Tyler, if he was the only man 
in the couniry to ¢oit. Mr. H. then went inio an 
examination of the statements of the Department, 
concluding with expressing the belief that it could 
nave been carried on without calling upon the 
Treasury fora dollar, if the Postmaster General 
hat kept his eye on its receipts, and kept its ex- 
penditures within them. 

Mr. BOWNE, after a few remarks, said, that he 
had no faith inthe head of this Department, and 
he would give to the commitiee some of the rea- 
sons why he had not. He ought to have said, in 
the beginnings, that he congratulated his colleague, 
{[Mr. organ,] his Federal colleague from the old 
Federal county of Cayuga, for having been safely 
delivered of a speech, without having Colonel 
Prentiss init. Fer once in three years his col- 
league had made a speech, which contained no 
spitefa! allusions to his (Mr. B’s) predecessor, His 
coleague said that the charges made by another o! 
his colleagues (Mr. FLoyp] against the Postmaster 
Genera’ were rude and unjust. Nov, (said Mr. 
B.) who it that charges my colleague with rudeness 
and injastice? Why he who,a few days ago, 
brought up the name of the gentleman, not then 
present, and with the grossest indelicacy referred 
to his priva’e ansactions with which no one had 
any right to invermeddle. Yes, this was the con- 
duct of a gentleman who now charges another with 
rudeness and injustice for exercising tye undoabt- 
elright of scrutinising the conduct of a public 
office. 


- 


Mr. STANLY called Mr. B. to order. 

Mr. ANDREWS trusted that the gentleman 
would not be permitted to proceed without the per- 
mission of the House. There was the rotundo 
where gentlemen could go to set'Je their quarrels. 

Mc. BOWNE said, that when the Cuair called 
him to order he would take hisseat. Wot till then. 

Mr. STANLY said he never could bear to hear 
braying. 

Mr. BOWNE continued. It gentlemen sup- 
posed that by calling him to order, and applying 
to him certain epithets which belonged to the voca- 
balary of the al!-decency party, they could curtail 
a single remark he intended to offer, they would 
find themselves very much mistaken. ‘Now, he 
intended to proceed in order, and he was doing so 
when interrupted, for he was replying to the charge 
made by his colleage from Cayuga (Mr. Morgan] 
against his colleague from Utica (Mr. FLoyp] of 
rudeness and injustice to the Postmaster General. 
He had good reasons why he would not appropri- 
ate a single dollar beyond what was absolutely 
necessary to provide for the present imperious ne- 
cessities of the Department. The Postmaster Ge- 
nera!, on his part, had grossly deceived the people. 
He went before them previous to the last election 
with the doctrines of economy, retrenchment, and 
reform continually in his mouth. He told the peo- 
ple that proscription should be proscribed, while he 
complained of the last Administration as a pro- 
scriptive one. Like a certain notable personage 
from the State represented by the gentleman from 
Massachuseits, [Mr. Satronstaui,] who spoke a 
few momen's ago,he charged the late Administration 
with descending even solow as tide waiters in their 
removals; and what epithets were app'ied to them! 
ay, sir, such epithets as we have jn:t learned from 
one of the all-decency party on this floor, ‘*braying” 
and the like choice specimens of taste applied to 
members of this body. They told the people, give 
us but the power, and you shall have economy, re- 
trenchment and reiorm; there shall be no prozerip- 
tion for opinion’s sake; no man shall be removed 
from office for the honest exercise of his opinions. 
They made the people believe it, sir. They ob- 
tained the power they seugit for; and what do we 
now hear? The very moment they find them- 
selves snugly seated, they confess that all their 
charges of extravigance against the last Admi- 
nistration were unfounded. The gentleman from 
Massachuset!s [Mr. Apams] told you the other day 
that there had been no extravagance on the part of 
the last Administration, and that there had not 
been a single dollar improperly expended by it. 

Mr. ADAMS denied that he had used any such 
language. 

Mr. BOWNE. Tae gentieman from Massa- 
chusetts might have iniended to say what he says 
now; but he was very unfortunate ia the terms he 
used to express his meaning. He is reported in the 
public journals as having made the admissions I 
quoted, and he never coniradicied the report. But 
to return to the professions and practises of the 
present Administration. This party which so 
strongly reprobated proscription before the elec- 
tions, now practises it to the utmost extent. 

But the gentleman from Mas:achusetis [Mr. Sat- 
TONSTALL] now tells you that proscription does not 
go on fast enough; and my Federal coileague from 
Cayuga endorses the declaration. Now, here is 
Whig profession before the elections, contrasted 
with Whig practises afterwards. Promises that 
fell in honeyed accents from their lips to the dear 
people from the rostrum and the staump—pro- 
mises which they never meant to perform, and 
which they now repudiate, are broken in every par- 
ticular. Sir, do they believe the people to be fools? 
It would seem so, for they handed them out rattles 
and toys, as you would to children, to delude them. 
The very tte of a bill had been framed to please 
and delude the people they so grossly deceived 
last fall. But the gentleman from Massachusetts said 
that unworthy and incompetent men had been re- 
moved to give place to men more worthy. He 
would take issue with the gentieman on that sub- 
ject. He did not pretend to know what had taken 


place in Massachusetts, but he did know some- 
thing about the proscriptions in his own State, and 
particularly in his own county. He also knew 
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something about the county of his colleague; and 
if it was the policy of the Government to remove 
none bat unworthy and incompetent men, how 
came it that a Whig meeting was held in that 
county, in which his colleague [Mr Morcan] was 
denounced for procuring the appointment of an 
unworthy man, and declaring that if he did 
not retrace his steps, they would leave the 
party. Ask the Whigs in my county whether 
ihe man removed from the post office in the vil- 
lage where I live, was not competent and 
faithful, and they will to a man_= say 
that he was. This removal was not brought 
about by the people residing in the neighborhord, 
and doing business at the office, for the incumbent 
was not charged with interfering in elections; but 
upon inquiry at the Department, I found upon its 
files the application of Thurlow Weed to give the 
place to one of his protegees. And what were the 
grounds, think you, on which the application was 
made? Why, the applicant wasa Whig Editor, 
who had beep mulcted by a jury in heavy da- 
mages for a libel on a Democra', and this place 
was wanted to mend his broken fortunes. Mr. B 
said that the gentlemen removed was a worthy and 
estimable man, and a faithful and efficient officer, 
who had rendered himself acceptable to both par- 
ties. Asto the man who had got his place, he 
would not say any thing bad of him, and if he 
could say any thing good of him, he would cheer- 
fallydo so. Mr. B. alluded to another removal 
of the Postmaster General, and sai! that the only 
recommenda'ion of the man who was put in the 
place of the removed officer, was in these words— 
he remembered them well: ‘He is a steamboat in 
politics.” 

Mr. MORGAN asked if this appointment had 
been made. 

Mr. BOWNE. Yes, sir, ithas been made—'n 
the county of Montgomery and State of New York. 
Now, sir, it seems that, so far from inquiring 
whether the incumb«nt has interfered in elections, 
itis only necessary to prove that the applicant is a 
“steamboat in politics,” and can do good political 
service. Sofar as his knowledge extended, the 
men appointed in place of those who had been 
turned out, were among the most noisy, brawling 
bar-room politicians in the country. 

After some further remarks from Mr. B. 

Mr. BRIGGS made some further observations 
in support of the bill. 

Mr. REYNOLDS said he did not deem it neces- 
sary to say much about the ins or the ou/s made by 
the Postmaster General, as he thought his own 
head would soon be taken off. There are strong 
reasons, and equally strong indications, that Pre- 
sident Tyler will not need much longer the present 
Cabinet that surroundhim. They were not his selec- 
tions, and, as they do not agree with him in poli- 
lics, the necessary result is, that toey must be dis- 
missed. He knew these things only by common ru- 
mor, and by the reasonableness of the thing itself. 
He pretended to no Cabinet secrets. He knew 
none, and was giad of it. 

_ President Tyler, in his late veto message, has 
crossed the Rubicon, aad has thereby declared war 
against the most leading and most important mea- 
sure of the Cabinet and a portion of the Whig 
party. He has come out before the people in op- 
position to a United States Bank, which is in di- 
rect accordance with his whole life. He has no- 
bly dared to do his duty in defianre of Whig 
threats and Whig denunciations. 

His cours? sbows thathe is a lineal descendant 
of the great and glorious State that gave him birth. 
The doctrines taught by the great apostle of free 
Government, Thomas Jefferson, and compatriots, 
are so strongly engraved on his heart that no 
length of time or change of circumstance can 
eradicate them. He is fixed and irrevocable in 
his opposition to a National Bank; yet it is equally 
well known that the Cabinet now around him are 
as permanent and as fixed as be is, in their opinions 
thata National Bank is proper, and indispensa- 
bly necessary for the well being of the Govern- 
ment. These statements are notoriously true. 
The records and public ducuments prove it. This 
being the case, “a house divided against itself can- 
not stand.” It is a necessary result that this 
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Cabinet must receive their dismissal; and the 
sooner the better, for both the nation and President 
Tyler. The good of the people, and the harmoni- 
ous transaction of public business, require the 
dissoluuon of the Cabinet. It is also due to 
the President himself that his political friends 
should be called around him,so that he and the 
nation may be benefited by their friendly and con- 
genia! counsels. 

On other great and leading measures, he and the 
Cabinet cannotagree. The President is ops osed 
to proscription for opinion’s sake; while the Ca- 
binet not only profess the principles of proscrip- 
tion, but practice it on the Democratic party with 
a vengeance unequalled in any monarchy in Eu- 
rore. 

The opinions of old Virginia, in opposition 
to proscription,twhich have been instilled into the 
mind of the President from his infancy to the pre- 
sent time, will govern him through life. Thus it 
is again evident that he and the Cabinet disagree 
in such manner, thata dissolution is inevitable, 
and must, sooner or later, take place. The sooner 
the better, for Mr. Tyler and the country. The 
Cabinet is a mill stone around his neck. They 
must aid will sink him, if permitted to remain in 
their present situation. 

Mr. R said he was not opposed to persons filling 
offices who entertained the same sentiments and 
opinions which govern the Administration He 
deemed it right an} proper. The same sentiments 
on great national measures onght to prevail 
amongst all the officers of Government, who are 
charged by the people with carrying out the same 
measures. Buthe is utterly opposed to the pro- 
mises and pledges on one side, and the practices 
on the other. 

It isa fact known and recognised by all man- 
kind, from one end of the continent to the other, 
that the Whig orators and the Whig presses de- 
nounced proscription for opinion’s sake, with all 
the severityjwhich talents and the English language 
could present. They condemned the Van Buren 
Administration for the policy, and pledged them- 
selves io the contrary course. These pledges and 
promises were given before assembled multitudes. 
They were uttered in such solemn and serious 
manner, and on so many occasions, that the people 
were constrained to believe them. These declara- 
tions had almost the solemnity and sanctity of an 
oath, which induced the people to repose the u'most 
confidence in them. This was one main conside- 
ration which induced the people to support the 
Whig party at the ballot-boxes last fall. 

The election being gaiacd, and the Postmaster 
General in office, what was the conduct of this 
officer? It is siated that one hundred and thirty 
heads were chopped off a week. Did he observe 
the promises and pledges of the party?) The work 
of destruction, and in direct opposition to their 
pledges, commenced almost as soon as the Post 
master General got into the Department. In the 
town of Belleville, in which Mr. R. lives, he said, 
the work in Illinois commenced. An upright and 
honest postmaster was dismissed, and one appoint- 
ed to the office that the people did not desire. The 
opinions of the people were not at all consulted, or 
these changes would not have taken place.— 
Thoughout the Dis:riet he represents in Congres, 
the heads of postmasters fall off like leaves from 
the trees in the fall. Almost all for opinion’s 
sake. 

The resolution before the committee provides 
for giving money to the Postmaster General for 
certain purposes; so that the character and con: uct 
of that officer are legitimate matters of discussion. 
If he is incompetent, or if he acts in such manner 
as the people should not trust him, it woald be im 
proper to pass the resolation. At all events, the 
official acts of all public officers are the fit and le- 
gitimate objects of examination by the people. 

Mr. DAWSON of Georgia deprecated the intro. 
duction of party speeches and of party feeling on a 
subject like that before the committee, in which was 
involved a question of right, of justice, and of hu- 
manity. Here were a great number of persons, 
contractors employed by the Governmen', apply- 
ing to Congress to settle their claims, some of 
which were of long standing; and in consequence 
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of their not being liquidated at an earlier day, they 
had suffered great embarrassment and difficulty. 
He (Mr. D.) could say, for himself, that never 
since he had had a seat upon that floor had he suf- 
fered his feelings to be enlisted in party quarrels 
when there was a question before the House of this 
character, nol in any way connecied with politics, 
but having reference oniy to a question of right 
and justice. This was a question to which the at- 
tention of Congress had heen called by the Presi- 
dent of the United Siates, in his opening message 
at the present extra session. He says: 

“The Postmaster General has presented to me some facts 
connected with the financial condition of the Department which 
are deemed worthy the attention of Congress. By the accom- 
panying report of that officer, it appears that the existing ha- 


bilities of that Department beyond the means of payment at 


its command cannot be less than five hundred thousand dol- 
lars.”? 


And the next testimony we had on this subject’ 
was ina communication made by the Auditor, 
who had been so highly complimented on the other 
side of this House as a most diligent and indus- 
trious man, and he showed that there was a ba- 
lance of some hundred thousand dollars due to con- 
tractors, being a debt incurred during the last Ad- 
ministration. And how did it happen? Not be- 
cause that Administration had managed badly. 
Nobody on his side of the House had made such 
an allegation; but it would be recollected that three 
or four years ago there had been a post office bill 
passed to establish a number of new post routes, 
and a great deal of money was required to put them 
in operation. To such anextent had they been 
established for the last three or four years that the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads at the last session deemed it incompa- 
tible to report any bill to establish new post routes, 
And what had been the result? Why, that all the 
rew sections of this country, including the Chero- 
kee country, almost one-third of the State of Geor- 
gia, had been deprived of new routes. But this 
necessity was forced upon the Post Office Depart- 
men!, because it had not funds to defray the ex- 
pense of opening them. This, then, was the cause of 
the debt being imcur-ed. There was also another 
fact connected with this subject, and that was that 
the sum of $1,100 000 over and abov® the expen- 
ses of the Post Office Depariment, had been placed 
in the Treasury of the United Siates, and there the 
money wa; now, which ought to be credited to the 
Post Office Department, togeiher with the interest 
which had accrued thereon. 

But every body recolleeted what was the condi- 
tion of the Government—that it was. greatly em- 
barrassed. That money could not be properly 
drawn, as legitimately belonging to that Depart- 
ment, and used, as it had been, for the purposes of 
the Government generally. It was to this fund 
they had a right to look in order to meet the claims 
of these contractors, no matter whether it existed 
ornot. He called upon the liberality of Congress 
todo these worthy and industrious men jastice. 
He appealed to gentlemen around him to say 
whether the laws regulating the mail contractors 
were not more severe than those placedon any 
other class of contraciors. Mr. D. proceeded to 
relaie some instances of the great hardships which 
the mail contractors in his State had undergone 
within the last few years, owing to the non-fulfil- 
ment by the Post Office Department of ils contracts 
with them, in postponing, from time to time, the 
payment of sums due to them, whilst they relying, 
with confidence, upon being punctually paid. Ma- 
ny of them had their property levied upon, and 
were greatly distressed. These unfortanate men 
ought to be justly dealt wib,and inthe most 
prompt manner. It was due to the character of 
this Government and of Congress that they should, 
by their acts and conduct, set a pattern to the 
world, of morality, honesty, and jnstice. And 
yet, strange to say, some gentlemen said (no 
doubt from good motives) we ought not to pay 
these men what was justly due to them— 
that the Post Office Department must settle that 
matter. 

Alter some further remarks from Mr. D., 

Mr. McKAY, after a few remarks ,said that the 
question was, what was the best mode of afford- 
ing to the Department the lelief which the com- 
mitiee on the Post Office proposed by a direct ap- 
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propriation of something like $500,000. He could 
not vote for this, because it was the first instance 
in the history of the Government, since its organi- 
zation in 1789, in which the proposition had been 
Cirectly submitied tu throw this Department on the 
Treasury. if gentlemen woul! look back they 
would not find a single act of Congress in which 
this had been done. In the last war the Govern- 
ment looked to the Post Office Department as a 
source of revenue, and the rates of postage 
Were increased to meet the expenses of 
the war. It was not true therefore that 
the Treasury was indebted over a million of 
dollars to the Post Offive Department, as had been 
alleged; for the Post Office Department was coa- 
sidered as one of the ordinary sources of revenue 
till after the war, when the principle was esta- 
blished of allowing it all iis own revenues, in or- 
der to increase the mail facilities. Sioce that time 
the policy has prevailed of making the revenues 
of the Department suppost its expenditures. Now, 
said Mr. M. you have authorizeia loan of twelve 
Millions of dullars to meet the demands on the 
Treasury; but was it coniempiated by a single i:- 
dividual who voted for that loan, that this nem of 
five handred thousand dollars for the Post Office 
Department was to come out of it? Suppose you 
make this appropriation, and take it out of the 
Treasury, wiil it not require an additional loan to 
provide tor WW? 

Mr. M. asked if it would not be better to give 
direct authority to the Postmayter General to bor- 
row, on the part of the Departmen’, under the di- 
reciion of the President of the United Staies, asum 
sufficient to meet its present necessities. This was 
not the first time that the Department had been 
in a state of embarrassment. Mr. Kendall found 
the Department, on going into it, deeply in debt, 
but by prudent management it was exiricated from 
its difficulues, and provided with ample means to 
carry on its opcrations. Lie could not see that the 
Government proper was under aay ob igations to 
pay theedebis. Those contraciors 


there - 


cannot 


fore complain. They knew that by long set- 
tled usage, the Post Office was to be sup- 
ported on. its own resources, and that the 
debts contracted by it were contracted on i's 


own faith only. He could not vote for this bill, 
if it was to made the appropriation out of the com- 
mon Treasury, but if the amendment he was abont 
to offer prevailed, he would vote for it. Mr. M. 
then offered an amendment, providing that the 
Postmaster General should be authorized, under 
the direction of the Presiden!, to contract a loan, 
which was to be rcimbursed out of its future re- 
sources, for the purpoce of applying to its present 
necessities. 

Mr. M. sugesed anoher amendment, whieh 
he hoped would prevail. By the ect of 1825, 
postmaasters are allowed two cents on every lever 
or paper they deliver out. Now, ia consequence 
of the increase of the franking privilege, the car- 
rying of letters that pay no posiage, and of printed 
documents, has increased to such an enormeus ex- 
tent, that it hes impored on tie Department a tax 
of $250,000 He wished isis to be amended. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of S uih Carolina observed, 
that the trae sources of the embarras. ments of the 
Post Office Depariments were, perhaps, correctly 
explained by the gentleman from Georgia, whea 
he wai: first up, when he traced i to the bill that 
had been passed by Congress, creating a great 
number cf new post ctlices, whieh do pot pay their 
expenses. As to the controversy which jad ari 
sen in rela'ion to the pattisan characier of the ofli- 
ciaicenduct of the Postmaster General, he could 
not see that it had any thing todo in relation to 
the subject. [t was admiticd tiat these debis of the 
Department are due, and be was disposed to vo'e 
for an appropriation jo pay them He wou'ddo this, 
because the debis were hi nestly due, and because, 
if we do not, he people will be deprived of some of 
these mail facili ies so useful not only to individual 
happiness and cc mfort, bat so importantto the 
preservation of our instituiiors. We would not 
be willing to curtail the services of this Department 
Oar insti uiions depended so much on the dissemi- 
Nation of intelligence that he would add to rather 
than diminish it. He was opposed, therefore, to 
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the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, 
because the proposition contained in jt that the 
Post Office shonld restore this $500,000 to the 
Treasury, would operate like an ineabus on it and 
curiail its usefulness. Afier some further remarks, 
Mr. C. concluded by moving that the commiitee 
rise. 

The committee then rose, (for want of a quo- 
rum) and, at a little afier 3 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Wrowespay, August 25, 1841. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citizens 
of Pittsburg praying for the exemp'ion from duty 
of articles which enter into the manufacture of 
glass; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the proceedings ard 
resolutions of a meeting of citizens of Petersburg, 
Virginia, protesting against a protective tariff, a 
National Bank, and approving of the Presidenw’s 
veto at this ses.ion; also against distribution, and 
expressing the hope that if the bill for this purpose 
were passed, the President wou'd withhold his as- 
sent from said bill. The proceedings were, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Cain: un, laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to take up the resolution 
previously offzred by him for the adjournment of 
Congress on the 30th inst. and on this motion cail- 
ed the yeas and nays. 

The motion was negatived: yeas 19, nays 22. 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE FISCAL 
CORPORATION. 

Mr. KING observed, thatin the organization of 
commitiees by Congress, the practice had been 
heretofore invariable—the usage uniform. The 
first business, oa the meeting of each House, afier 
the selection of officers and organizing, was to 
appoint the various standing committees. In de- 
signating those to whom the various subjects to 
which itis proposed to call the attention of Con- 
giess Shall be referred, the practice always has 
been to place a majority of the friends of the 
Administration on cach committee. This is 
strictly correct, in order to insure a favora- 
ble consideration of the various measures 
which the Administration may propose to 
submit to their examination and decision. A 
majority, however, of the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, is all that has heretofore been con-idered 
either necessary er proper to be placed on those 
committees; and in every instance a minority of 
each committee consists of members supposed to 
be adverse to the measures of the dominant party. 
The propriety of such an arrangem nt cannot fail 
to strike the mind of every Senator. All me:- 
sures shou!d be carefully examined; objections sug- 
gested; amendments proposed, and every propo- 
sition rendered as perfect as practicab'e be- 
fore it is reported to the House for its action. 
This neither can, nor will, be controverted. In 
the whole of his (Mr. Kina’s) Congressional expe- 
rience, he did not know of a singe instance in 
which this rule had been departed from, until now. 
Bat there has heen a departure from this usaze, 
sanc‘ioned by justice and undeviating practice, 
whch had given toit the force and obligation of 
law; and he (Mr. Kine) felt it to be his daty to 
call the attention of the Senate to this most objec- 
tionable innovation. Vesterday a bill was report- 
ed from the House of Representatives for the char- 
tering of a Fiseal Corporation. It was immediately 
taken up, read twice on the same day, and, on the 
motion of the Senator from Georgia, ordered 
to be referred to a select committee. This bill 
enbraced a subject of the greatest importance, one 
more dispu'ed upon constitutional grounds, as well 
as upon the grounds of expediency, than any other 
which hes ever agitated this country. This bill, of 
such vast importance, fraught wita resul's of the 
greatest magnitude, in which the whole country 
takes the liveliest inierest, either for or against i's 
adoption, has been hurried tirongh the other 
House ina few days, almost withoat ci‘cussion, 
and, as he, (Mr. K.) conceived, in violation of the 
principles of parliamentary law, following as it 
did, immediately on the heels of a similar bi!l, 
which had, most fortunately for the country, re- 
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ceived the veto of the President, and ultimately 


rejected by the Senate. 

The parliamentary law, which has been a guide 
tothe action of Congress heretofore, forbids the 
introduction at the same session of any measure 
which has been rejecied daring that session. This 
has been disregarded. The rules of the Senate 
forbade him to speak of the action of the other 
House on this subject as he could wish. He re. 
gretted that he was not at liberty to present their 
conduct plainly to the people, to show to the coun. 
try what it has to expect from the domi- 
nant party here, and what kind of measures 
may be expected from the mode of legisla. 
tion which has been adopted. The Fiscal Corpora- 
ation bill has, however, come to us, and he (Mr. 
Kine) andhis friends, much as they were op. 
posed to its introduction or passage, determined to 
give to it a fair and open opposition. No objec. 
tion was made to the motion of the Senator from 
Georgia to send it to a select committee, and that 
that committee should be appoiated by the presid- 
ing officer. The President of the Senate made the 
selection; bat, to his (Mr. K’s) great surprise, on 
reading ‘he names this morning in one of the 
public papers, he found they were all mem. 
bers of the dominan: party: not one select- 
ed for this most important committee belongs 
to the minority in this body opposed to the 
bill. Why was it, he (Mr. Kina) must be permit- 
ted 'o ask, that the presiding officer had deparied 
from a rule which, in all the fluctuations of party, 
and in the highest times of party excitement, had 
never before been departed from? Did he think 
the minority had not an equal i:terest in pending 
measures with ether Senators, or that those we re- 
present are not as much entitled to have their rights 
and interests protected and preserved as the consti- 
tuents of those favored Senators? No, sir; 
this he will not admit. Why, then, this 
marked and unusual exclusion? Was it 
that the friends of this measure’ were 
unwilling that any of the minority should be pre- 
sent to hear their disagreements and witness the 
dilemmas and difficuliies? There must have been 
a motive in thus departing from a course sanction- 
ed by time, and by every principle of propriety. 
it will be for the presiding officer to state what that 
motive was. Mr. Kina must be permitted to re- 
peat, the more to impress it on the minds of Sena- 
tors, that during more than twenty years he had 
been in Congress, he had never known im- 


portant committees to be appointed, either 
standing or select, in which some member 
of the then minority did not consti:ute 


a portion, until this most extraordinary selection 
of a committee, to report oa this most important 
bill. Would itnot, (said Mr. Kinc,) have been 
prudent, as well as just, to have given to the 
minority a fair opportunity of suggesting 
their objections in committee? The friends of 
the measure would then be apprised of those ob- 
jections, and could prepare themselWes to meet 
them. He (Mr Kixa) had not risen to make a 
motion, but merely to present this extraordinary 
proceeding to the view of the Senate, and leave 
it there; but, he beheved, in justice to his friends, 
and to stamp this proceeding with condemna- 
tion, he would move thattwo additional members 
be added to the committee. 

The CHAIR stated that one member [Mr. 
Arcuer] had been appointed on this commit- 
tee who had vo'ed against the Bank bill that had 
passed the two Houses this session, When the pre- 
sent bill came to the Senate yesterday, a motion 
was made to postpone it indefinitely, and twen- 
ty-one members voted egainst it, thus express- 
ing their decided hostility to the measure. None 
of those had been appo.nted; and in this course 
he had been guided by a rule, from Jeffe:- 
son’s Manual, which he read to the Senate, and 
which provites thatin the appoiniment of com- 
mittees, for the consideration of any measur?s, 
those who took exception to particular parts of 
such measures might be appointed, bat none who 
speak eatirily against the bill; for he who would 
entirely destroy the bi!!, would not amend i'; and 
that no man was to be employed as a member of 
any committee, on any measure, when he had de- 
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clared himself against it; and when any such 
member should be appointed, he ought to ask to be 
excused from service. ° 

Under this view the Chair had decided, in the 
appointment of this commitiee, and the Senate 
would approve or disapprove that action. 

Mr. BENTON. That is the Lex Parliamentaria 
of England from which you read, Mr. President, 
and is no part of our rules. It is English authori- 
ty—very good in the British Parliament. but not 
valid in the American Senate. It is not in our 
rules—neither in the rules of the House nor in 
those of the Senate; and is contrary to the practice 
of both Houses—their settled practice for fifty 
years. From the beginning of our Government 
we have disregarded it, and followed a rule much 
more consonant to decency and justice, to pub'ic 
satisfaction, and tothe results of fair legisiatioa, and 
that was, to commit our business to mixed com- 
mittees—committees consisting of friends and 
fees of the measure, and of both political par- 
ties—always taking care that the friends of the 
mearure should be the majority; and, if it was a 
political question, that the political party in power 
should have the majority. This is our practice; 
and a wise and good practice it is, containing all 
the good that there is in the British rule, avoiding 
its harshness, and giving both sides a chance to 
perfect or to understand a measure. The nature 
of our Government—its harmonious and succes:- 
ful action—requires both parties to have a hand in 
conducting the public business, both in the com- 
mitiees and the legislative halis; and this is the first 
session at which committee business, or legislative 
business, has been confined, or attempted to be 
confined, to one political party. The clause which 
you read, Mr. President, | have often read myself; 
not for the purpose of sending a measure to a com- 
mittee of exciusive friends, but te prevent it from 
going ta a commit ee of exclusive enemies—in fact 
to obtain forit a mixed commitiee—such as the 
Democracy has always given w ven in power—such 
as it will asain give when in power—and such as 
is due to fair, decent, satisfactory, and harmonious 
legislation. 

‘The Senator from Alabama | Mr. Kina] so long 
and so well acquainted with the rules and practice 
of the Senate, bas welland justly objected to the 
one sided character of thiscommitiee. It is an 
objection to it well taken; but it is also 
oren to another objection, that of being 
composed entirely of the junier members of 
the body. The whole five committee-men thus 
appointed from the ranks of one party to take 
charge of this most important bill, are new mem- 
bers, and who, by the practice of the body, should 
be placed on the committees of least importance— 
those which do not require the greates: experience 
and skill. Tne Senators.as they come in, and that 
without any regard to their age, talents, or charac- 
ler, are placed on the smail committeer—those of 
Enrolied Bills—of Eagrossed Bills—of Contin- 
gent Expenses, &c. &c. &c. The experienced S<- 
nators are charged with the weighty subjects of 
finance, foreign affairs, commerce, &c. &c. O¢ all 
our committees that of Finance is the most im- 
portant. Itstands at the head of the list, and is 
charged with the gravest subjecis, and is always 
composed of experienced Sena‘ors, and those who 
have shown an aptitude and capacity for the in- 
vicate and weighty matters with which they are to 
be charged. To this committee has always, before 
this session, gone the Bank question: now ihat 
committee, on which the Democracy has one mem- 
ber. and only one, but one who is too much for 
many, [Mr. Woonsury.] is supersedet by a spe- 
cial committee; and that special commiitee con:i:'s 
of the five janior, one sided members, which sub- 
jects it to our animadversion. Doubtleras 
that committee are very competent to the 
great work which is committed to them. No 
exception is taken to their skill, capacity, 
ability, and eminent fitness in every way, so far 
as they are indivitua'ly and personally corcerne4, 
for discharging the high duty to: whiéh they are 
called to the exclusion ot allthe old Sbaators. Bat 
that is not the thing. We have rules togo by, and 
proprieties to be consulted, avd decencies to be 
observed; and these rules, these proprieties, and 





these decencies, require the younger Senators to 
be employed first in the minor business of the Se- 
nate, and to be advanced gradually afterwards to the 
head of those which are most important. I do not go 
for juniors being put over the heads of seniors, either 
in civil or miluary affairs. IT am no friend to 
‘“overslaughing,” either in the Senate or in the ar- 
my. Ihave no notion of seeing Majors put over 
Culonels, or cadets {resh from West Point shot 
ahead of veterans who have had the earth for a 
bed, and the heavens for a covering, for many long 
years; and, upon the same principle, I object to 
these five young Senators, who have just appeared 
among us, being advanced to .the place which be- 
longs of righ. to the Senators who have been here 
many years. These are my objections to the com- 
mittee—all of one side, and all juniors. They 
are emphatically of one side. I do not know 
exactly how many sides our polities have at pre- 
sen'; but, it iscertian Democracy has no friend on 
this committee: it is pretty certain the President has 
none: andit is quite certain that the Federalis's 
have all. I venture the a-sention that the Presi- 
dent has none; my azsertion subject to be corrected 
by the developments of the ensuing fortnight. A 
fortnight will tell. In the mean time, I say, all 
things considered, there shonld bave been one mem- 
ber upon it friendly to President Tyler—one at 
least for him—one for us—and three for them. 
With this we would have been content. Without 
this we are discontented; and that, not personally, 
but for the sake of fair play and the public good. 
I apreal to the public to say, if the Democracy and 
the President have been served right in this busi- 
ness? Whether the country bas been served right? 
Whether the bank party has not got an anvantage 
in this commitiee which helps it, and hurts us? 

The Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kina] to 
whose attentive concern for the preservation of oar 
rules and orders, we are indeb ed for the motion 
he has jast made, and the notice he has taken of 
this commitice, has told us that only in a single 
case heretofore has a one-sided committe? been ap- 
pointed, and that for a special reason in relation to 
the District of Columbia. That Senator is very 
correct at all times; but he will not take it amiss if 
I shall suggest to him that he is in error now— 
that there has beeen one other occasion in 
which a one-sided committee was employed— 
and that in a very important case—rcon- 
cerning no Jess a power than Mr. Biddle’s Bank, 
and even Mr. Biddle himself. I speak of the 
committee which was sent by this Senate to ex- 
amine the Bank of the United States in the sum- 
mer of 1834, when charged with insolvency and 
criminality by General Jackson—charges which 
time bave proved to be true—and when the whole 

ommittee were Of one party, and that party op- 

posed to General Jackson, and friendly to the 
Bank. And what became then of the rule of Bri- 
tish parliamentary law, which has just been read? 
It had no application then, though it would have 
cut off every member of the committee; for not 
one of them was favorable io the inquiry, but 
the contrary; and the thing ended as all expected. 
I mention this as an instance of a one-sided ecm. 
mittee, which the Senator from Alabama has over- 
looked, and which de-erves to be partieulariv re- 
membered ou this occasion, fora reason which I 
will mention before 1 rezume my seat. 

Bu’, to return to ourcommittee of juniors and 
exclusives: what is it with which they are charged? 
That mearure which is the king of measures in 
the eyes of the Feceral party—that measure for 


“which the session was called—withont granting 


which we are not allowed to separate—for balk. ng 
which the President is to be unhorsed—ard which 
(change i!s name as yon please) is stl! the same 
thing—a National Bank to rule the Democracy, to 
plunder the people, and to bindusto.England This 
great meature is committed to this young com. 


mittee, with a new name vpon its old and 
brazen forehead. It has a name as !onv as 
the moral law; half Sub Treasury and half | 


Bank. It is called 4 bill for the collec'ion, safekeep 

ing, transfer. and disbursement of the public monevs, by 
means of a Fisexl Corporation of the United States -f 
-Imerica. Heavens, whataname! Teo long! too 
long! and fraudulent besides. It will never do. 





} 
} 
j 
| 
i 
| 
{ 


| all economical at that, let them be as 
| as they may be in spending their money. 


have to be repeated every day. 
| something short and poinied; and, if you don’t give 


People cannot go through all that. We rust have 
something shorier—some' hing thal will o for every 
day use. CORPOROSITY! that wou!’ bea great 
abridgement; but it is still too long. It is fi e sylla- 
bles, and people will not go above two sy liables, or 
three at most, and ofien hang at one, in names 
which have to be inconunently repeaed They are 
extravagant 
They 
will not spend their breath upon long uames which 
They must have 


it to them, they will make it for themselves. The 
defunct Fiscal Bank was rapidly te king the ‘itle of 
fiscality; and, by alliteration, rascality; and if it 


_ had lived, would soon have been compen iously 
' and emphatically designated by some brief and sig- 


nificant utle. The Fiscal Corporation cannot expect 
to have better luck. It must undergo the fate of all 
great men and of all great measures overburthened 
with titles—it must submit to a short name. 
Taoere is, much virtue in a name; and the poets 
tell us there are many on whose conception 
Phoebus never smiled, and at whose birth no 
muse, Or grace, was present. In tha’ predicament 
would seem to be this intrusive corporosity, which 
we have rece.ved from the other House, and sént 
to our young committee, and which has matation 
of title without alteration o: subsiaree, and without 
accession of euphony, or addition of sense. Some 
say a name is nothing—that asose by any other 
name would smellas sweet. So it wi!!; and a thorn 
by any other name would stick as deep. And so 
of these fiscals, whether to be cailed banks or cor- 
poratims, They will still be the same thing—a 
thorn in our side—but a short name they must 
have. This corporosity must retrench its extlava- 
gance of title. 

Mr. WOODSURY said, call it the Botts Bank. 

Mr. BENTON. Very well; any thing, so it is 
short. TU go tor short names, and will give reasons 
for it. The people will have short names, although 
they may spoil a fine one; and f will give you an 
instance. ‘There was a most beautiful young lady 
in New Ocleans some years ago, as there always 
has been, and sill are many such. She wasa 
Creole, that is to say, born in the country, of parents 
from Europe. A gentleman who was building a 
superb steamboat, took it into his head to honor 
this young lady, by connecting her name with his 
vesse!; so he bestowed upon it the captivating de- 
signation of La Bette Cakote. Ths fine name 
was painted in golden letters on the sides of his 
vessel; and away she went, with three huacred 
hore power, to Kenucky and Ohio. The ves- 
sel was beautiful, and the name was beauti- 
ful, and the lady was beau'iful; but all the beauty 
on earth could not save the name from the catas- 
trophe to which all long titles are subjected. It 
was immedia‘ely abbreviated, and, in ihe abbrevia- 
tion, sadly deteriorated. At first, they called her 
ihe bell —not the Freach belle, which signifies fine 
or beautiful—but the plain English hell, which, in 
the Holy Scriptures, was defined 'o be a tinkling 
cymbal, ‘Tois was bid encugh; bot wore was 
coming. Itso happens that the vernacular pro- 
nuanciation of creole, in ihe Kentucky waiters, is 
cre-owl; so they began to call this beautiful boat 
the cre-ow!! butthings did not stop here. It was 
t.o extravagant to employ two sy'lables when one 
wou'd answer as well, and be so much more eco 
nomiea!; so the first half «f the name was dropped, 
and the last retained; and thus La Belle Creole— 
the beautiful ecreole—sailed up and down the Mis- 
sissippi ail her life by the name, style, title, and 
description of, Taz OwL! (Roars of laughing in 
the Senate, with exclamations from several, that it 
“as a good name fora bank—that there was an 
Owl-Creek Bank in Oaio once, now dead and in- 
sulvent, Dut, in its day, as good as the best.) 

Mr. B. continued. I de not kaow whether owl 
will do for this child of long name, and many fa- 
thers; bat we musi bare a same, and mut conti- 
noe irying ull we cet one. Let es hunt far and 
wide. Let us have recourse to the most renowned 


Esop andhis fables,and to tat one of bis fables 
which teaches as how an old black cat succeeded 
inigetting at the rats agaio afier having ea'ea up 
too many of them, and become too well known, 
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under her proper form, to catch any more. She 
rolied herself over ina meal tub—converted her 
black skin into white—and walked forth among 
the rats as a new and innocent animal that they 
had never seen before. All were charmed to see 
her! but a quick application of teeth and Claws to 
the throats and bellies of the rats let them see 
that it was their old acquaintance, the black cat; 
and that whitening the skin did not alter the in- 
Stincts of the animal, nor blunt the points of its 
teeth and elaws. The rats, after that, called her 
the meal-tub cat, and the mealy cat. May we not 
call this corporosity the meal-tub Bank? A cat-ish 
name would certainly svit it in one particalar; for, 
like a cat, it has many lives, and a cat, you know, 
must be killed nine times before it will die; so say 
the traditions of the nursery; and of all hisiories 
the traditions of children are the most veracious. 
They teach us that cats have nine lives. So of 
this Bank. It bas been killed several times, but 
here it is still, scratching, biting, and clawing. 
Jackson killed it in 1832; Tyler killed it last 
week. But this is only abeginning. 
more the Fates must cut the thread of its hydra 
life before it will-yield up the ghost. 

The meal tub! No insignificant, or vulgar name. 
It lives in history, and connects its fame with 
kings and statesmen. 
England—an honest and bigoted race in the be- 
ginning, but always unfortunate in the end. The 
second Charies was beset by plots and caba's. 
There were many altemp's, or supposed attempts 
to kill him; many plots against him, and some 
very ridiculous; among the rest one which goes by 
the name of the meal-tub plo!; because the papers 
which discovered it were found in the fneal-tub 
where the conspirato:s, or their enemies, had 
hid them. Now, between that meal-tab plot 
in England, and this corporosity conception in 


Seven times | 


SA 


We all know the Stuarisof | 


America, there may be a similitude, and a striking | 


one (if you will pardon a pun) in this, that, where- 


as, each had killing for their object ! the English to | 
kill a King; the American to kill off a President! | 


Ifso, 1 hope the American President may have 


as good luck as Charles the Second—I am sure he | 


deserves better—and escape all the machinations 
of meal-tub, or corporacious conspirators, whether 
the design be to kill him off, or to chain him to a 
bank car. 


Sir, [have given you a good deal of meal this | 


morbing; but you must take moreyet. Itis a 


fruitful theme, and may give us agood name be- | 


fore we are done withit. I have a reminiscence, 
as the novel writers say, and I will tell it, 
asmall bey, I went to schoo! ina Scotch Irish neigh- 
borhood, and learnt many words and phrases 
which I have not met with since, but which were 
words of great pith and power; among the rest 
shake-—peke. (Mr. Arcuer: I never heard that 


before.) Mr. Benton: But you have heard of || 


poke. You know the adage: do not buy a pig 
in the poke; that is to say, in the bag; for poke sig- 
nifies bag, or wallet, and is a phrase much used 
inthe north of Eagland, and among the Scotch 
Irish in America. A pig is catried to marketina 
poke, and if you buy it without taking it out first, 
you may be “taken in.” So corn is carried toa 
mill in a poke, and when brought home, ground 
into meal, the meal remains in the poke, in the 
houses of poor families, antil it is used up. 
the bag is nearly empty, it is turned upside down, 


When | 


When | 


and shaken; and the meal that comes out is called | 


the shake-poke, that is to say, the last shake of the | 


bag. By an easy and natural metaphor, this term 


is also applied to the last child that is bora in a | 


family; especially if it is puny or a rickety concera. 
The jasi child, like the Jast meal, is called a shake- 
poke; and may we not call this fiscalous corporation 
a shake poke also, and for the same reason? 
the lasi—the last at all events for the session! it is 
the last meal in their beg—their shake-poke ! and 
it is certainly a rickety concern. ; 
I do not pretend toimpese a name upon this 
baatiing: that is a privilege of- paternity, or of 
sponsorship, and | stand in neither relation to this 
babe. Bat a name of brevity—of brevity and sig 
nificance—it must have; and, if the fathers and 
sponsers do not bestow it, the people will: for a 
long name is abhorred and eschewed in all counties. 


It is | 





| had never been acted on in the Senate. 


Remember the fate of Jonn Barebone, the canting 
hypocrite in Cromwell’sime. He had a very good 
name,* John Barebone; but the knave composed a 
long verse, like Scripture, to sanctify himself 
with st, and intituled himself thas :— Praise 
God, Barebone, for if Christ had not died for 
you, you would be damned, Barebone.” Now, 
this was very sanctimonious; but it was too long— 
too much of a good thing--and so the people cut 
it a!l off but the last two words, and called the 
fellow “‘damned Barebone,” and nothing else but 
damned Barebone, all his life after. So let this 
corporosily beware: it may get itself damned before 
it is done with us, and Tyler too. 

But, enough. Let us give over names, and talk 
about the news. Have you heard the news, Mr. 
President? If not, [ am but a poor hand to tell it 
to you; for | hear nothing but what I meet on the 
pavement as I walk backwards and forwards from 


-the school-room of my children to the Senate 


Chamber of the United States. 
but thatI will give you. Itruns thus: Col. Dayton 
is out of the Bank! He is out! and you know how 
much sorrow | expressed that 2 South Carolina 
gentleman had gone into it. Near three months 
ago, in my first speech here, I expressed that sor- 
row. He is gone! Biddle is in! not corporeally, 
for that would injure the corporation. But 
he is ip, and Samuel Jawdon was here, and 
helped to write the charter of this Corporation 
Fiscality, and it is all a Biddle Bank concern!!! 
Look at the subscribers for the stock, that are to be: 
See section 1, line 10. Corporations! they are to 
subscribe! and the Biddle Bank, and its affiliations, 
are to take the whole. In plain English, we are 
rechartering the defunct United States Bank, mak- 
ing it worse than ever, and giving it a charter for 
nothing, which might be sold for five millions in 
open market. This is the news, sir! and here we 
allare, beset and beseiged by Biddle’s Bank! a 
thing too weak to pay adollar toa creditor; but 
sirong enough to imprison the Senate—to gag 
the House—to menace the President with expnl- 
sion from office—and to hold Congress together 
until jtagain takes the vote upon its imperious de- 
mand for a charter! 

And now, Mr. President, Ihave but one word 
more to say, and that isto comply with my promise 
to show the propriety of constituting this commit- 
tee, to whom we have committed this Fiseal Cor- 
poration, on the same principles oa which was 
constituted the Bank Examination Senatorial Com- 
mittee of 1834. Thn propriety is in this: Both 
institutions are the same. They are both the same 
thing—Bicdle Banks—and both require the tender 
care of kindly friends! 

Mr. KING said the parliamentary law as read 
by the President, had now been introduced into 
either House of Congres; bui the practice had, as 
he bad already stated, established a rule altogether 
different. Mr. Kina said he had accomplished 
bis object; no Senator had attempted to justify 
the act; he would therefore withdraw his motion. 

Mr. WALKER did not rise to take excep‘ion to 
the course of the President in this matter, but to 
say that the rule to which the Chair had referred 
He re- 
ferred to various instances of appointments of 
committees by the Senate, which were a!l adverse 
to this course; and hoped the Chair would recon- 
sider the appointment. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana hoped the order of the 


I hear but little, 


| day would now be proceeded with. 


Mr. KING withdrew his motion. 
The Distribution bill was then again taken up, 
and 

Mr. ARCHER took up his unfinished speech of 
yesterday, and spoke about half an hour in con- 
clusion. 

Mr. WOODBURY opposed the biil at length, 
as unconstitutional, inexpedient, and inconsisteat 
in itsown provisions. He answered various argu- 
ments that had been made in favor of this bill, 
during the course of its discussion. He hoped 
that such a violation of the Constitution would 
not pass here, and if it did, he trusted in God that 
there was another department in which it would 
be arrested; from the considerations laid down in 
the President’s message, this act was as much a 


violation of the Constitution as the Bank charter 


was. 

Mr. TAPPAN then responded in a few words 
to the impotatio. of Mr. Arcner onthe new 
States, suggesting that they were inclined, and 
would, at no distant day, seize the public lands, 
and convert them to their own use, in defiance of 
right and the compacts under which they were 
held. Mr. T. said he was one of the earliest set. 
tiers of the Northwestern Territory—that no man, 
he believed, knew better than he did the temper 
and modes of thinking among the Western 
ple in regard to the questions touching the public 
domain; and he felt himself authorized to declare 
the statement of the Senator from Virginia a 
calumny, although he did not believe it was meant 
as such by the Senator. The body of the people 
in the new States entertained no design of seiz- 
ing the public domain, in defiance of law and 
compacts. 

Mr. ARCHER explained, and as far as we 
could gather from his indistinctly heard expres. 
sions, he said his remarks were but an inference 
from declarations made on the floor by a member 
representing one of the new States. 

Mr. SEVIER said that he supposed the reference 
was made to his remarks a few days since. He 
repeated what he had said, and asserted that the 
refusal to permit the General Government’s officers 
to execute the laws in his State, would only follow 
from total violation of the compacts with States in 
regard tosuch lands. He said that on the fulfi!- 
ment of + xisting laws, made to carry out the com- 
pacts, there would always be a hearty acquiescence, 
and the re sistance he spoke o he only supposed in 
cases of flagrant and oppressive infraction of the 
rights of the new States, secured to them by all the 
sanctions of the Constitution, as well as the com- 
pacts, some of which he alluded to. 

Mr. Sevigr then went at large into the policy 
of the present measures, and placed them in new 
and striking lights. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, Mr. President, if I could 
look upon this measure in a less serious aspect 
than that in which it has presented itself to me, in 
every stage of its progress, from its first introdac- 
tion into Congress, many years since, to the pre- 
sent moment, I should not attempt to detain the 
Senate now, at this late hour of the day, at this 
protracted siage of the debate, and under the im- 
patient feeling before me, with a single remark. 
As ii is, and viewing the bill as one of the most 
important which has ever met the final action of 


this body, while [ must ask a few moments of the 


time of the Senate, I wi/l promise not to trespass 
beyond the bounds of a reasonable patience. 

I must, therefore, defend myself, at the com- 
mencement, by saying that I do not propose to 
touch a single ground, constitutional or otherwise, 
upon which this measure has been originally at- 
tempted to be sustained. I consider all those 
grounds already taken from under it. Nota sin- 
gle vestige of the original disiribution pr.nciple, as 
advocaied here, whether as applicable to the land 
revenue, or to a general surplus of revenue, re- 
mains to those who now press this policy. Yet 
it a8 pressed, and various great and leading 
positions, most intimately connected with it, are 
tuily admitted upon all sides of the House, and of 
the argument. These it will be necessary for me 
to recall to the recollection of the Senate, before I 
proceed to the particular provisions of the bill, 
which it is my main object to notice, though it will 
compel me toa repetition of what has again and 
again been said, ia the course of the tedious ac- 
tion of the Senate upon this deeply interesting 
measure. 

First, then, it is admitted that there is now ne 
surplus revenue to distribute. That time has gone 
by, and now an empty Treasury stares us in the 
face. To shat iis doors, we have already, during 
the present session, authorized a loan, upon the 
credit of the people, of twelve millions of dollars, 
and yet we are told, almost daily, by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Finance of this 
body, [Mr. Cray of Kentucky,} that a further loan 
is expected to be required before this year shail 
leave us; that before the month of December shail 
have passed away, the wants of the Treasury alone 
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will compel us to resort again to the public credit 
for means to defray the expenses of the Govern- 
ment. There is certainly, then, no surplus for 
distribution to the States. 

Another i.dmission, equally material, is that eve- 

ry dollar taken from the public Treasury by this 
bill, must be supplied, dollar for dollar, by new 
taxation, or farther loans, to enable that Treasury 
to meet the calls upoa it for the ordinary expenses 
of the Government. Thais admission is proved 
by the fact, that the bill to impose the taxes is now 
before us, and treading upon our heels, while we 
are voting this gratuity to the States. The advo- 
cates of that bill press it upon us, and declare that 
it is intended to supply to the Treasury the money 
which this measure takes from it. I am autho- 
rized, therefore, to make the declaration that the 
revenue, or tax bill, isarranged to meet this gratu- 
ity to the States, and that such isits design and ob- 
ject. 
A still farther admission is made, as proved by 
the recorded votes of the Senate, in the course of 
its action upon this bill. Tnis admission is that, 
in case of need, the money to make this distribu- 
tion is to be borrowed upon the credit of the people 
of the United States, and an addition to the exist- 
ing public debt to be made to accomplish this eb- 
ject, equal to the amount of the sum to be distri- 
buted. I refer to the repeated propositions offered 
to amend the bill so as to declare that the distribu- 
tion should not be made, when a resort to loans 
and an increase of the public debt should be the 
necessary consequence, and to the recorded votes 
of the Senators, by which every such amendment 
has been rejected, as the highest proof of this ad- 
mission. 

These are but repetitions of remarks which have 
been repeatedly made in the course of the debate, 
butI prefer to put them in the distinct form here 
given. [ haveto add that most of the further 
points which I had proposed to myself to discuss, 
have been better presenied by those who have pre- 
ceded me, and that I am thus relieved from a te- 
dious argument. 

I had intended tohave examined the financial 
policy of levying taxes to raise money for disiri- 
bution, and to have shown that the least loss to the 
community must be the expense of co!lecting the tax, 
say from five to ten per cent. upon the money thus 
accumulated, but this point has been fully exa- 
mined by the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. CaLnoun] on yesterday, and again, to- 
day, by the honorable Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Woopsory,] and I can add nothing to 
the views they have presenied. 

There is a further aspect of the case in the same 
connection, however, which I believe they did not 
present, and which shows a further consequent less 
to the people generally, to follow from this mis- 
taken policy, as certain and perhaps much more 
extensive, though not as general, as_ that 
of the cost of collection of the tax: I refer 
to the influence of the protective duties which 
this distribution bill may make it necessary 
that we should impcese or continue. The 
statement of the propositien will be the prvof of its 
soundness. It we raise a revenue by a duty upon 
an article of import, whic comes in competition 
with an article of domestic manufacture, the neces- 
sary consequence is, that :he price of the domestic 
article in the market is raised to the price of the 
imported article, while the price of the latter must 
be regulated by the duty imposed upon it, that du- 
ty being a part of the cost in our market. This 
increase of the price of the domestic article to its 
consumer, in consequence of the duty upon the fo- 
reign competing imported article, is an entire loss 
to the community, as the excess of price goes into 
the pocket of the domestic manufacturer, and not 
into the pablic Treasury; and therefore, while it is 
taken from the pockets of the people, does not con- 
tribute to the distribution fund, or in any way aid 
the policy which causes it. To this exteat, then, 
this bill must tax the country without any benefit 
to its own policy, and for the mere advantage of 
the manufacturing interests. Is this one of the ob- 
jects of its friends, and one of the elements of its 
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this measure. The distribution is to the States in 
their corporate capacities, and the avewed object 
and great purpose is to aid and assist and streagth- 
ea the sinking credit of the debtor Siates; to give 
them something to meet the claims for interest 
now making against them upon existing loans, 
something towards the payment of their debts al- 
ready contracted. This is proposed to be done by 
the indirect application of the powers of this Go- 
vernment to impose taxes in the shape of duties 
upon imporis. The honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Arcner] in his argument, has discuss- 
ed the relative tendeacies of the two modes of taxa- 
tion, the direct and indirect, and has told us with 
great confidence, that the indirect is far the cheap- 
est of the two. It is far the most insidious, far 
the least palpable in its exactions and oppressions, 
far the least likely to incur the censure and con- 
demnation of a vigilant and jealous people; but 
that it is even the cheapest is yet to be shown to 
my satisfaction. That is the most dangerous, the 
most unequal, and the most unjust, and most espe- 
cially when applied to the existing State debts, is 
easily demonstrable. 

Upon what are thse debts a charge now? 
Upon the taxable property of the State which has 
contracted and owes them. If the Siate be lett 
to pay them, the taxes to meet the payments 
must be levied upon that property, and it will be 
made to pay the debts in just proportions. Then 
the man worth one hundred thousand dollars 
will pay one hundred times as much as the maa 
worth but one thousand dollars. Tais will bea 
just measure of payment, especially so for the 
existing State debis. These debts have been con- 
tracted, almost without a solatary exception, to 
construct works of internal improvement, roads, 
canals, and railroads, within the indebted Siates. 
The greatest benefit sought and expected from 
these works isthe increased value they give to the 
property, and especially to the soil of the State. 
That property, therefore, and especially tha’ soil, 
with its enhanced value, are the peculiarly appro- 
priate objects for taxation to pay the expenses of 
these works, and the debis contracted for their con- 
struction. In this way, and in this way cnly, can 
the proper connection petween the burdens and 
benefits of tae internal improvement policy be pre- 
served. 

What classes of the citizens of a State are pecu- 
liarly and permanently benefited by these works? 
Is it not the property holders, and most especially 
the owners of real estate? And should not they be 
made to pay at least their proportion of the tax ac- 
cording to the increased value of their property, 
when taxes must be levied to pay for and sup- 
port the works? Of what benefit are the canals 
and railroads of a State to its day laborers 
who are withont property? They may be calcu- 
lated to cheapen to such a man, toa very limited 
extent the necessaries of life, but the probabilities 
are that the wages of his labor will be made to 
conform to any influence of that sort, so as to 
leave him exactly where he would have been with- 
out such improvements. Should he, then, be made 
to pay equally with the man of wealth, the ex- 
tensive planter and landholders towards the taxes 
which the construction of these works has ren- 
dered necessary? Let him pay according to his 
substance, his taxable property, and should he 
pay more? Will equality and justice take more 
from him? Most certainly not. 

And yet ihe policy of this bill is to take more, 
much more, from him; to tax him equally with 
the man of wealth and the extensive owner of 
real estate. Its effect is to be to relieve the pro- 
perty of the State from the tax, and impose it, per 
capita, upon the citizens. Instead of levying it 
upon the lands and goods of the citizens at their 
fairly assessed values, it is to be entirely levied 
upon the necessaries of life, which the poor must 
consume equally with the rich; upon the tea and 
coffee and sugarand salt which are upon the ta- 
bles of all,and which, in this country, and under 
our institations, should be permitted to remain 
upon the tables of all. What equality, what jus- 
tice, is there in such a measure of taxation for 
such an object? In thus levying taxes to pay 
for canals and railroads, which are to enhance 


to the man of wealth the value of his possessions, 


while they wholiy supersede the employment of 
many classes of laborers? Under this mode of 
collecting the taxes to pay for these works, the man 
worth his hundred thousand doilars may, nay, in 
thousands of instances will, be made to pay a 
less sum than the man worth one thousand dollars, 
ay, than the man not worth one cent of property 
in the world, and whose hands are his only for- 
tune. The poor have wives and children and fa- 
milies as well asthe rich, and those wives and 
children and families must be clothed and fed. 
They must have tea, and coffee, and sugar, and 
salt, and they should have them, for the ume has 
gone by, in this country, when these articles are to 
be talixed about as luxaries. They are among our 
necessaries of most universal consumption, and 
must and’: hould remain so; and yet they are to be 
selected as the objects for taxation to raise money 
to pay the debis of the States, contracted to con- 
struct works of internal improvement, designed and 
calculated only to benefit those who hold property. 
The taxing power of this Government is to be diverted 
from its legitimate exercise to raise Federal reve- 
nue, and is to be wielded for the soie and exclusive 
use and benefit of the States, and that, too, ina 
way to work this flagrant inequa'ity, and injustice, 
and cruelty; and all this is to be done to shield the 
me:abers of the Siate Legislatures from the unpo- 
pularity of exercising the equitable taxing power of 
their respective States, and to protect the property 
holders of the States from the payment of their just 
proportion of the taxes required to liberate their 
State Governments from the embarrassments into 
which the fostering of their interests has involved 
them 

I am aware, Mr. President, that this bill is to 
pass this body, and that it is to become, in some 
form, the law of the land. . It is too late to reason 
against the combiaation of interests, pecuniary and 
political, which are bearing forward this monsirons 
policy; but can a wise and jast people give to it 
their sanction? Will they consent to grind the poor 
inio the dust by taxation, or deprive them of every 
comfort, that the rich may escape a just borden? I 
hope and trast not. 

My principal object in rising was to call the at- 
tention of the Senate, of the House, of the Presi- 
den!, and of the country, to two of the provisions 
of this bill, which have not been commented upon 
in a manne‘ to satisfy my mind, and which, if there 
be any sort of relationship between this measure 
and the Consiitution, it appears to me must stamp 
it with palpable and flagrant unconstitutionality. 

I refer, first, to the rule of distribution. The bill 
came here from the House of Representatives with 
a correct constitutional rule, if, indeed, there can 
be any constitutional rule for giving money from 
the Federal Treasury to the States, which I not on- 
ly do not admit, but positively deny. Yet, admiiting 
for the sake of the argument, and I do even that 
unwillingly, that a distribution can be constitu- 
tionally made, is there, can there be, a doubt that 
the rule of distribution must be that of taxation to 
be constitutional? Do not Jet Senators forget that 
the money distributed to the Siate Governments 
under this billis immediately to be collected from 
the people of the States by taxation; and will it be 
contended that each State should not receive what 
its own people pay, subtracting the expenses of 
collecting the tax? Sach was the provision of the 
bill when it came here. The distribution was to 
be made upon the federal representative popula- 
tion, which is the constitutional basis for represen- 
tation and taxation. The Senate has thought it 
wise to alter this rule, and direct the distribution 
to be made, not upon the basis of population and 
taxation, but upon the federal representation in 
the two Houses of Congress combined; thus draw- 
ing in this body, where all the States are repre- 
sented equally without regard to population, and 
making it one of the data apon which the right of 
each Siate to its distributive share is to be ascer- 
tained. 

The gross inequality and injastice of this role of 
distribution, will be made perfectly manifest by a 
few comparisons. Three millions of dollars is the 
sum which it is supposed the lands wil! annually 
yield, and the sum which is expected to be annu- 
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ally distribated; and three miilions of doliars, there- 
fore, iv the sum to be annually raised by new taxes, 
to supply in the Treasury that deficiency which 
this bili is to create. Take the Svates of New 
York and Delaware for the comparison. The con- 
Stitaiional rule for leyying the taxes is that of Fe- 
deral representative population. By this rule, 
when the three millions 1s to be collected in taxes, 
New York mast pay forty dollars where Delaware 
pays one dollar. When the three millions is to be 
disiributed to the States under this bil', for every 
forty-two dojlars which are paid to New York, 
three dollars are io be paid to Delaware. D2zla- 
Wate, then, as compared with New York, contri- 
butes to the fund as one to forty, under the rule of 
the Constitution, and receives from the fund as 
three to forty-two, under the rule fixed by the bill. 
Can this be constitutional?’ If Congress can cou- 
stitutionally make the distribution at all, must it 
not be made by the same rule by which the Con- 
stitution compels it to collect the money? Will 
gentlemen conten] that Congress can constitu. 
tionally compe! New York to pay taxes, to accu- 
mulate a fund to begiven to the State of Delaware? 
This bil willdoso. Taere is no escape from the 
consequence. 

And anoher and more alarming consequence 
must also follow. If Congress can depart at all 
from the constiintional rule of taxation in making 
a distribution of this fund, it can depart to any ex- 
tent; it cannot vary the rule of taxation, but 
when the money is collected it can give to each 
State an eqnal sum; it can give the whole to one- 
half of the S:a'es, and to the others nothing; er it 
can give the who'c toa single Sia'e. If the rule 
of distribution is not governed by the Constitution, 
but the mere discreton of Congress, there is no 
limitation upon the inequality and injustice which 
may be practised. Under this bi'l as itis, Dela- 
ware compared with Pennsylvania contributes to 
the fund to be distributed as cne to twenty-eight, 
and receives from it in the distribution as one to 
ten; and if this be constitutional, so would be a 
law which show!d compel Pennsylvania and Dela- 
ware to raise afund by taxation in the proportions 
of twenty-eight to one, and when raised, to divide 
itequaliy beiween tiem. Will any man stand up 
and say that the Consitation of the United States 
sauctions such injus ice? 

Another provision ot the bill is open to the same 
objections, if possible, more strongly and palpably 
exhibited. [ refer to the provision which gives 
to the new Six'es ten per cent. from the entire fund, 
before the general distribution to all the Siates is 
entered upon. This provisyon exemplifies prac- 
tically the soundness of ore of the positions 
above taken. It is, in effect, to raise a fund 
by taxation, according to the  constitational 
rule from ail the States, and give the whole 
mosey to a part of them. Suppose again 
the whele fund icr aunual dis‘ribution, to be three 
millions of dollars. ‘rhen, by the provision under 
consideration, three hundred thousand dollars of 
the amount, just one-tenth of the whole, are first 
to be taken out and paid to certain States named, 
in unequal and arbitrary proportions, not aceord- 
ing to their population, or representation, or taxa- 
tion, but dependent upon the lecation of the lands, 
which shall happen to have been sold-for the given 
year. Hence 1 may well happen that some of 
these favored States, for some years, may not re- 
ceive as much from this ten percent. funds as the 
same Sia'te will be compelled to contribute in 
taxes, to make good to the Treasury its subtrac- 
tion from it. Whether this may beso ocr not, 
however, the three hundred thousand dollars isa 
fund to be annually raised in taxes from ail the 
S ates, according, to the constitutional rule of-taxa- 
tion, for the sole and exclusive use of a small num- 
berof designated States. Of this fund of three 
hundred thousand dollars, New York must pay 
forty parts out of two hundred and forty-two paris, 
almost one->ixth of the whole amount, and must 
receive back nothing. She mast pay almost fifty 
thousand dollars annually to this fund, from which 
she is to receive not one cent. Can the Constitu- 
tion authorize such exactions for such uses? Can 
we compel ali the States to pay taxes for the sepa- 
rate and exclusive local use of a single State, ora 
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stall namber of the States? I: caonot be. Sach 
powers are not given to this general jegisiature by 
that instrament. 

I have beaid but one reason attempted to be as- 
signed for this invidious grant to a (ew States, and 
that one is, that the cew Siates are so rapidly in- 
creasing in population, in comparison with the old, 
thatif the distribution were by a uniform rule 
upon each census, before the expiration of each 
period of ten years, from one census to anoiher, 
their population wopld tar exceed the distributive 
share they would receive by the old census, and 
hence that this ten per cent. per annum extraordi- 
nary up»m tte whole fund should be given to 
them. Does this argument avoid at all the consti- 
tational difficulty?) Is the constitutional rule of 
faxaton changed as to them, in consequence of 
their change of population? Certainly not. If 
Congress were to apportion the three millions in a 
tax, the proportion for each State would be ascer- 
tained by the then last census; and although a 
particular State should, in point of fact, have 
doubled its population after the taking of that 
census, yet Congress could not constitutiona!ly in- 
crease its quota of tax beyond what the census 
would impose. Take the other side of the ques- 
tion. Suppose one of the old States should have 
lost a large share of its population at the time of 
the imposition of the tax, could Congress consider 
it, and ligbtenits burden? Surely not. lts quota of 
tax would be, ascertained by the then last census, 
and no regard whatever could be constitutionally 
paid to any change of population subsequent to the 
census. The Constitation has not only graduated 
representation and taxation upon population, but 


it has fixed the periods when that popalation shall | 


be ascertained, and knows no change between 
those periods. If, then, this be the rale for the 
burdens, so also should it be for benefi's; and it 
would be as constitutional to say that the repre- 
sentat.on of the new States ought to be apportioned 
more frequently than once in ten years, an ac- 
count of their rapidly increasing populative, while 
their liability to taxation should remain stationary, 
as to contend that their distributive shares under 


this bill shoald be increased beyond the ratio for the | 


other States, while their liability for the taxes 
which supply the fuad to be distributed is not 
chanzei. This reason, therefore, does not help 
out the case from the odjection of principle. and at 
is upon the ground of principle alone that have 


in‘eaded to discuss these two objectionable pro- | 


Vioo4gs, 


I wich to be distinetly understood here. 


I do 


not envy the new States any thing they are to re- | 


ceive under this bill. I do not think they eet too 
much ior the sacrifice they will be eompelled to 
make, for believe in my heart it will be one of 
the most blichting measures to them which was 


ever presened to Congress, or which the wit of | 


man could devise against their quiet and prosperity. 


There is another princisie violated by these pro- | 
visions of this bill,to whien i must give a moment’s | 
Tais whole policy of distributing to the | 
States the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, | 


atiention, 


was Oliginally rested upon the deeds of cession 


from certain States to the United States of their | 
The States, 1 was«aid, hal | 


unlecaied domain. 
made these cessions for a particular purpose, the 
payment of the debt of Revolution; and that debt 


- : e om 


being paid, that the States themselves, and not the | 
Federal Government, should enjoy the surplus pro- | 


ceeds. 


over again, shown to be unfounded in fact, and 
wholly insufficient to sustain this measure, if they 
were well founded, inasmuch as but a mere frac- 
tion of the Jands which remain unsold are within 
the ceded territory; but for the purposes of this argu- 
ment I will suppose that these positions are well 
assumed, and the States have a right to the pro- 
ceeds of the lands ceded, and which remain unsold, 
by virtue of those deeds. And what are the re- 
spective rights of the States, as expressly defined 
upon the face of the deeds? They are to interests 
in the lands, and consequently in the proceeds of 
their sales, “‘aecording to their several and respective 
proportions in the general charge and expenditure.” 
I quote from memory, bat believe 1 quote the 


All these assumptions have been, over and | 


| 
| 


terms, certainly [do the subs‘ance of the deeds. | 











What were and are “the several and resprctive 
proportions in the general charge and expenditure” 
of the Siates of the Confederacy and Siates o: the 
Union? The liability to taxation was the rule 
unde: the articles of confederation, end is the rule 
under the Constitution. 

How, then, do the provisions of tae billto which 
I have referred, square with the deeds of cession? 
It was said, at our last session, by a distinguished 
lawyer whose seat was before me, (Mr, Cairtes- 
pen of Kentucky] that he could, if the United 
States were suable, by a bill in Chancery, recover 
these ceded lands, or the proceeds of them, in favor 
of the States against this Government. In what 
“proportions” would his recovery have been made? 
“According to their several and respective prepor- 
tions in the general charge and expenditure.” Is 
here any ten per cent. to the new States, or any 
commixture of the Senate, in this distribution? 
No. It is a distribution to the States of a strictly 
equal and equitable character ‘“‘accordirfg to their 
several and respective proportions in the genera! 
charge and expenditure.” Why, then, are the deeds 
of cession, as well as the Constitution, violated in 
the provisions of this bill? In neither can there be 
found any cover for the ten per cent to the new 
States, or for the introduction of this branch of 
Congress as a part of the data upon which the dis- 
tribution is to be made. ‘The several and respec- 
tive proportions of the Siates in the genera! charge 
and expenditure have no referenve to this body, 
and the ten per cent. to the new States is a modern 
invention. I ask again, why are these provisions 
introduced? Is there but one answer? To pass 
the bill. Without gratuities to the new States, in 
some form, the measure cou'd not stir an inch ia 
this body, anid without advantages to the smal! 
States over the large ones, its fate here, where ail 
the States are equal, might be at least doubiful. 
Is this an uogenerous answer to the inquiry, after 
what we have seen in the course of our action upor 
the bili? To me itis the only known answer to 
the inquiry I make. 

I repeat, therefore, that I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate, of the Hlouse of Representa- 
tives, of the President, and of the country, to these 
unequal, unjust, and unconstitutional provisions, 
and then I shali have discharged my duty in these 
particulars. 

I desire, Mr. President, to offer a few words up- 
on what seems to me lw be the unavoidable tn- 
dency of the policy upon which ibis bill rests, and 
I will relieve the Senaie. We are daily told of 
our exposed and defcnceless condition asa nation, 
of the delicacy of our relations with the most 
powerful nation in the world, and of the necessi- 
ty of a speedy and eflizient preparation on our 
part for hostile relations and self defence. The 
pians for defending the co uutry are laid before us, 
and we see and know that they involve an ex- 
pense of a vast amount, and far beyond any im- 
mediate mesns atonr command. We daily mag- 
bify the necessity of the expenditures by our 
speeches here, aad proclaim our perfect and com- 
plete exposure io the whole world; and 
still, instead of applying ourselves to the 
work of national defence, or the means 
in our power te those objects, we are pro- 
traciing to an unreasonable extent this most ex- 
traordinary session of Congress, in a scramble for 
a distribution to the Siates of the must certain 
source of revenue of an already exhausted Trea- 
sury. Weare, day by day, patching an already 
overloaded bili to give it strength enough to pass 
this body, and thus accomplish this unhallowed ob- 
ject. 

: Oar last medification i: most significant, It has 
brought all-sufficient strength to the bill; and 
with what prospect for our country? What is it? 
That the general revenues shall not be raised be- 
yond a certaia point for any object; without ter- 
minating this cur favorite distribution system. 
Who that favors this suicidal policy can, hereafir, 
vote for appropriations for detences? Sucha vote 
may make this favorite measure a dead letter 
upon the statute book. Who that favors this po- 
licy, cin hereafter say to our gallant navy, Be in- 
creased and strengthened?) Who that makes this 
measure his own, can, in any time to come, give 
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his aid to defend our coast, and protect our fron. 
tier? It cannot be done, sir, unless this bill be 
made inoperative, or this restriction upen it re- 
moved. It cancot be done, unless this policy be 
abandoned, for the spirit which takes three mil- 
lions of dollars a year for distribution from a Trea- 
sury not Row sefliciently supplied to meet the ordi- 
nary demands of the country, will take for the same 
purpose whatever may be in that Treasury, which 
the most modified and restricted system of expendi- 
ture can Spare; and the idea of permanent and en- 
larged works of defence will be as preposterous to 
such a vision, as would the leaving of the money 
in the pockets of the people, instead of drawing it 
forth by an exertion of our taxing power, to consti- 
tate a furd for distribution. 

I have said that we constantly talk here of the 
exposed con@ition of the coun'ry, and of the press- 
ing necessity of defences. Every day proves the 
trath of the remark; and how w|i the sagacious 
statesmen of that giant power, from which alone 
we have any thing to fei.r, laugh at our patriotism 
and our sagacity, when they read our valorous 
speeches, and see us binding our young and vigo- 
rous country hand and foot, and throwing it at 
their feet, while we are angrily inient upon tue di- 
vision among us of the stinted remains of ovr 
impoverished Treasury ! How eminently will such 
an exhibition be calculated to avert the hostilities 
we fear, and command the respect we wish! 

Let the cloud of national difficulties thicken and 
blacken, until the bosom of every man in the na- 
tion shall feel that our honor and our safety de- 
mand resistance to aggressions, and where is the 
Congress to be found which will declare war, when 
the State Legislatures are crying out to us, save 
our distibutive shares of the national revenue? 
Where is the Senate to come from which will with- 
siand such a claim, coming from such a quarier, 
and addressed to those who hold their places by 
legislative election? It cannot, it will not be; and 
neither such a Senate nor such a Congress will bt 
found, until this unnatural policy is entirely aban- 
doned. 

Mr. WALKER said he could not permit the 
able argument of the Senator from New York, 
{Mr. Wricur,] as regards the ten per eentum to 
the new States, andthe inclusion of the Senate with 
the House in the ratio of distribution, to pass with- 
outan answer. Mr. W. said his opyosition to the 
whole scheme of dis’ribation was wel! known. He 
had uniformly opposed it in this land bill now, and 
at a'l former sessions; he had voted against it in 
1836 in a small minority, when disguised under 
the name of a deposite; and when fe same bil! 
was attempted to be renewed at the next session, 
the journal would show that it had been defeated 
on his motion by the casting vote of Vice Presi- 
dent Van Buren. Bat as there was to be a disiri- 
bution, the question was, what ratio was the most 
just? Now the Sena'or from New York, repre- 
senting the Empire State, which was to take the 
lion’s share of this distribution under any appor- 
tionment, insisted on the federal population, notthe 
actual, but the federal population according to the 
census. Now, why according to this rato? Dves 
the Constitution point out this as the ratio of di:- 
tribution? He called upon the Senator to say 
whether the Constitution designated this, or any 
other ratio of distribution? 

Mr. WRIGHT rese, and admitted that the 
Constitution did not point out any ratio of distri- 
bation, but did of direct taxation. 

Mr. WALKER resumed by saying he knew the 
able Senator irom New York must amit that the 
Constitution did not designate this ratio of distr: 
bution; for to admit this, would be to concede that 
the Constitution designated and authorized a dis- 
tribution!: Then as the Constitution designates 
no ratio, the question was, which was the 
most just. Is the federal population the most 
jast?) Surely not, for this would exclude two- 
fifths of the slaves, not embraced in the Federal 
population, but who, as human beirg-, must and 
would consume their portion of those imports, the 
duties on which are to be Jaid this week, in order 
to make u, the deficit in the revenue, occasioned 
by this very distribution. Well, without intro- 
ducing this as a topic for angry discussion, if we 

















look to the deeds of cession tor the ratio, what Ta- 


tio would they establish? Not aceording to Fede- 
ral population, but “according t their uswal re- 
spective proportions in the general charge and ex- 
penditure.” “This was in 1784, and how were these 
charges then ascertained? According to the assessed 
value oflands. Give us that, and the share of the 
new States will be more than doubled. Bat if you 
co not adhere to this rate, and it be an open ques- 
tion, what would be the most jusi? Why, to take 
that ratio which will restore to each Srate, every 
year, by the distribution, the amount, as near as 
practicable, which is taken from them every vear 
by the new tariff bill, which is to be passed, 
as a consequence of this distribution, Now, how 
are these duties on imports raised? Sir, without 
in*luding the loss to the exporting States, these du- 
ties were paid in each State by the consumers, by 
the actual population, every day, every month, and 
every year, and not by acensus every ten years, 
without regard to the increase from year to year, and 
not atall by the Federai population, excluding two- 
fifths of a portion of the population of theSouth. But, 
sir, looking only to Federal population, should it 
be every ten or twenty years apart, without re- 
ference tu the increase of population from year to 
year? Now the duties are paid by the population 
as it increases from day to day, and trom year to 
year, and as these duties follow as an admitied 
consequence of this distribution, not according to 
Federal population enumerated every ten years, 
but according to actual population, or, if you 
choose, actual Federal population from year to 


year. Now keeping in view the Federal popula- 
tion, Mr. Watxer said he had laid before 
the Senate, ten days since, a_ table show- 


ing the increase of population in the new States 
as compared with the old States. Now taking 
the average of population from year to year, so as 
to ascertain the ac'nal population from year to 
year, the tables showed that it would require 
twenty-two per cent. instead of ten per cent. to 
make the share of the new States equal to that of 
the old Staes, according to actual population 
from vear to year. Mr. W. had called on Sena- 
tors then to show any mistake in this calculation, 
but they had not done it ther, and could not do it 
now, for it was a mathematical demonstration, 
Thus, in 1820 the population of the new States 
was 1,207,165, and in 1830, 2 238,802, being an 
increase of neatly one huncred per cent; waist 
in the old States, in 1820, the* population was 
8 372,707, and 1830, 10,477,895, being an in- 


cease of but twenty five per cent; and simi- 
lar resulis will be exhibited by the last and 
every preceding census. The ten per cenit. 


then, which was designed to make the distiibu'ion 
from year to year, more nearly equal between the 
old and the new States, according to actual popu- 
lation, did not produce this equality, nor would the 
Jand grants accomplish this; they would, at the 
most, make the ten percent equal to twelve per 
cent. and leave the new Siates sill ten percent. 
short of a distribution equal to actual Federal popu- 
lation from year to year. Now the division, ac- 
cording to the representation in both Houses, 
operated in favor of the new States; aad according 
to his (Mr. W’s) calculation, would bring them 
within five per cent. ef an equal dividend, and 
therefore was a hearer approach to justice, espe. 
cially as this fund, which was to be disitri- 


buted annually, and not every ten years, 
was drawn from the people of the new States 
and from the sales of the lands rendered 


only valuable and vendible by their labor, But 
there were higher reasons even than this, for in- 
cluding the Sena'e with the House in the ratio of 
distribution, which he, Mr. W. had urged sue- 
cessfaily on another occasion. When the bill for 
the distribution of the surplus. under the name of 
a deposite, was pending in 1836, a'though opposed 
to that bill and voting againsi it in a small minc- 
rity, he, Mr. W. had proposed an amendment to 
the bill as follows: Here Mr. Wa ker read from 
the Senate Journal, under date of the 16:h June, 
1836, as follows: “On motion of Mr. WatkeEar to 
amend the reported amendment by striking out 
section 13, lines 6, 7,8, amounts of population as 
ascertained by the last census,” and inserting ‘‘re- 
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presentation inthe Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives.” It ws determined m the a irmative. 
yeas 23, nays 22. 

Mr. W. sail this proposition, which was the 
same now pending, nu! only succeeded ia the Se. 
nate, bat was adopted by the House, and the only 
distrbution ever made, was according to this ratio. 
He,Mr. W. had thea urg.d it as most consonant with 
the great prince ples of compromise and conc: ssion 
upon which the Consitution was passed. That 
insirument preserved the equal representation of 
the States in the Senate, as a fundamental princi- 
ple, and it united the Senaie with the House in the 
electoral vote for President. Why then treat the 
States 2. counties,an! expange the Senate from 
the rauo in making this distmbution. To do go, 
was to disregard one of the vital compromibes 
upon which the Constitution was founded, and to 
render sull more uneqval the share allotted to the 
new Siates of the Union. These lands, the pro- 
ceeds of which you are about distributing, are all 
within the limits of the new States, and the money 
you dis'ribute coms from them, and Mr. W. hoped 
no such just and equitable provisions would be 
withhel’, as to render the bill so obnoxious to the 
Siates in which the lands are situated, as to lead 
to claims to those lands on the part of those States, 
dteastrous to the harmony of the Union, 

After some remarks by Mc. WOODBRIDGE in 
favor of the bill— 

Mr. CUTHBERT expressed his desire to ad- 
dress the Senate, but the state of his health, and 
his exbausiion from ihe lateness of the hour, would 
forbid it this evening. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana expiessed the anxiety 
he felt to have this measure, which had so long 
been before them, dispo-ed of with as litle delay as 
possible. He had hoped that the question would 
have been taken to-da; but asthe Senator from 
Georgia wished to address the Senate, he would 
consent to an adjourament, with the understanding 
that the question be taken to-morrow. 

The Senate then adjourned at a late hour. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, August 25, 1841, 

The journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

On leave given, Mr. PARMENTER presented 
the petition of William Parker and others for ad- 
missioa free of daty of certain articles used in the 
mauofacture of glass. Also, the peution of C. 
W. Wood and cthers, of A-hby, Massachusetts, 
for the discontinuance of the spirit ration in the 
United S.ates navy: referred io the Committee on 
Naval Affaiis. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from Wm. W. Seaton, esq. Mayor of the city of 
Washingion, communcaing a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of a large end highly respee's bie meeting 
of citizens, expressive of the opinion of the meet- 
ing on the late riotous proceedings of a few disor- 
deily persons, most of them presumed to be non- 
residents, and of the outrage on the feelings of the 
President of the United States on the cevasien of 
his rejection of the Bank bil. These proceedings 
are signed by the highly respec'able committee ap- 
pointed by the meeting fur the purpose of making 
known ils views and wishes to the President and 
the two Houses of Congress, and which consists 
of Mr. Seaton. the Mayor, Richard S Coxe, Jo- 
seph Bryan, Nathan Towson, aud John P. Van 
Ness, e>q3. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the proceedings be 
laid on the table, and be printed. 

The SPEAKER suggesiecd that the better direc- 
tion would be to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia; to which Mr. Bareas assented, and they 
were referred to that commitice, 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the Howe again 
re:olved itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Evererrof Vermont in 
the chair) on the bill making appropriatiors for the 
Post Office Department. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Gitmer to amend te bil by addirg thereto 
the following proviso: 


“ Provided, That the money thereby appriated shall be ac- 
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counted for by the Post Office Department hereafter, when the 
condition of its funds shall permit; to be refunded inte the Trea- 
sury, or deducted from any sums which the Post Office Depart- 
ment may heretofore have paid into the Treasury.” 


Mr. CARY said he rose mereiy ior the purpose 
of inquiring of the worthy and able chairman of 
the Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
if that committee had taken into consideration the 
letter of the Posimaster General in reply to a resolu- 
tion offered some time since by himself, cal ing on 
the Postmaster General for information re'ative to 
the detention of the Southern mail io the cily of 
Baltimore thirteen hours. 

Mr. C. considered thisa subject of great impor- 
tance to the whole country, and trusted the com- 
mittee would act promptly on it. He had receiv- 
ed two lefters from the President of the Petersburg 
and Roanoke Railroad, complaining of the injus- 
tice of the delay of the mail, and the particular in- 
jury to his road in diverting travel from it. 

The chairman (Mr. Bricas) replied that the 
committee had not yet acted on the subject, but 
thought it probable 1 would in a few days. 

Mr. STEENROD was very desirous, he said, 
to vote for (he appropriation contained in the bill; 
but he could not consent to do so if, as he believed, 
by voling for it the Post Office Department was to 
be fixed on the Treasury Department, and thus be- 
come dependent on the public Treasury. And he, 

« therefore, sincerely hoped that the chairman of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads [Mr. 
Brioos] would consent to the amendment indicated 


by the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Me-. 


Kay;] and, instead of drawing money from the 
Treasury, give the Department power to borrow 
such an amount as was necessary to meet its ne- 
cessities. 

[The amendment indicated by Mr. McKay, but 
not formally offered, and to which Mr. S. alluded, 
gives authority to the Postmaster General, under 
the direction of the President of the United States, 
to borrow the sum of five hundred thousand dol 
lars.] 

Mr. HOPKINS ma?e a few observations in oppo- 
sition to the amendment of Mr. McKay. He object- 
ed to the expense and delay that would result from 
this Department negotiating a loan, and thought 
that if the money was to te advanced to the De- 
partment, it had better come at cnce outof the 
Treasnry. If the loan was negotiated, it would 
not be done upon the faith of the Department, but 
upon the faith of the Government. He preferred 
the amendment of his colleague [Mr. Gitmer] 
which provides that the money shall be reimbur-e i 
out of the future receipts of the Department. By 
the report the Department accompanying the bill it 
appeared that there were balances, due from post- 
masters, to a sufficient-amount to reimburse’ what 
would be required for the real wants of the De- 
partment. If (as had been siated by the chairman 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads) the Secretary of the ‘Treasury could part | 


with the necessary amount without the expense 
and delay incident to a loan, he (Mr. H.) saw no 
good reason why they should resort to the latter 
alternative. For himself, he much preferred the 
amendment of his colleague from Virginia, [Mr. 
GILMER. } 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD said he was very desirous 
that some provision should be made by which those 
mail contractors who were bona fide creditors of 
the Government, would be enabled to receive their 
just dues. He noticed, by a report accompanying 
this bill, that a sum exceeding ten thousand dollars 
was due to contractors in his own State. He said 
those contractors were not exclusively of either 
political party. THe believed that the rules of the 
Depariment in relation to the contracts were such 
that party considerations could not interfere with 
the letting of contracts. As far as he knew, the 
practice for many years had been to receive sealed 
proposals, and the lowest bidder, if able to obtai. 
satisfactory sureties for the faithful performance of 
the service required of him, always obtained the 
contract. He had not been informed of the names 
of the persons in Maine to whom this sum of ten 
thousand dollars is due, and of course he could not 
tell whether they were his political friends or other- 
wise; nor did he wish to know. He could speak 
of the mail contractors in Maine asa high-minded 
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and honorable class of men, who always fulfilled 
their contracts with the public, without any regard 
to personal inconvenience and pecuniary sacrifice. 
Soch men should not be delayed of their honest 
reward. The Department required a rigid per- 
formance on the part of the contractors, and it was 
but justice that they should be promptly paid. 

As to the manner of making provision for the 
payment of these claims, he was decidedly in favor 
of the proposition of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. McKay,] to authorize the loan of a 
sum sufficient to meet them, to be refnnded whene- 
ver the Depar:ment should be in a condition so to 
do. This is the course which always has been 
adopted, and he saw no reason for departing from 
the usual method. The Treasury never had been 
taxed to support the Post Office Department, and 
he hoped it would not be at this time. He said if 
this method was adopted it might produce a more 
rigid examination of the claims presented fcr al- 
lowance. He hoped the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from North Carolina would be 
adopted - He would most cheerfuily give it his 
vote 

Much had been said, in the course of this de- 
bate, in relation to the qualifications of the present 
head of the Post Office Department. Whatever 
might be said of his other qualifications, no one 
would deny that he isa good executioner. He has 
cnt off more heads since he has been in office than 
all his coadjators in ‘that bloody work put to- 
gether. Not content with making headless trunks 
of a}l his political opponents within his power, he 
has commencej beheading his own political 
friends. 

Ifrumor is to be credited, his own official head 
is soon to be taken off, and if that should be the 
case, there would, probably, be but very few 
mourners. 

Gentlemen have related some amusing circum- 
stances connected with the removal and appoint- 
ment of postmasters in their districts. He (Mr. 
L.) would mention one case, which he had ex- 
amined into. A gentleman ina country village in 
his district received his official death warrant, much 
to the astonishment of al! his nei: hbors of both po- 
litical parties. He is a gentleman of unblemished 
character, and had managed the affairs of the post 
office to the great satisfaction of all concerned, and 
such was the excitement occasioned by his remo- 
val, that he (Mr. L.) was requested to ascertain 
what charges had been made against him, and 
what reasons had been urg:d in favor of the av- 
pointment of his successor. And what, Mr. Uhair- 
man, (said Mr. L.) do you think I found? I will 
tell you, sir. In favor of the person appointed, it 
was urged that he had, just previous to the last 
Presidentia! election, painted a beautiful banner, 
with the motto ‘*Harrison and Tyler” upon it, and 
caused it to be erected on astore in the village; and 
against the individual beheaded, it was urged that 
he said that a petticoat would be a more appropri- 
ate banner than that painted by his office-seeking 
neighbor, and an attempt was made to prove that 
he encouraged the placing of that delicate article 
beside the beautiful banner, but it could not be 
proved he had done any such thing. Such is con- 
sistency with the gentleman at the head of the Post 
Office Department. It is no objection that public 
officers interfere in elections, if they in'erfeie on 
the right side. Itis said that none but incompe- 
tent and faithless men are removed, and none but 
competent and faithful ones appointed. 

Let us (said Mr. L.) examine this assertion one 
moment. He would give the facts in one case; 
aod if he did not state the cese correctly, he call- 
ed on the member from the Essex district of Mas- 
sachusetts to correct him. 

A short time since a faithful and efficient post- 
master was removed from the post office at Lynn, 
Massachusetts, and a successor appointed. A few 
daysafter the appointment, the postmaster, then 
lately appointed, was accused of having broken 
the seal ofa letter deposited in his office, and of 
having examined its contents. He was prosecuted 
for the offence, and on trial before a Judge of the 
United States District Court, admitted the truth of 
the charge made against him; but was acqQuiTTEn. 
And what do you think was the quibble on which 
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he was discharged? It was, that the letter being qj. 
rected to a person in the town where it was lodged 
in the post office, that the postmaster had a right to 
open it, especially as it turned out on examination 
to be an anonymvus letter, and therefore the learn. 
ed Judge decided that it was no letter, and that no 
offence had been committed. 

The person guilty of this high outrage is conti. 
nued in office, and is called, he (Mr. L..) supposed, 
one of the most faithful, efficient, and searching of 
the corps of the new officers under the new Post. 
master General. So much for the improvement 
in the removals and appointments, under the new 
order of things. 

All these things, sir, (said Mr. L.) should have 
no etiect upon the just claims of the worthy con- 
tractors who have performed services for the De- 
partment, for which they have not been paid. 
Let them have the pay for their valuable services. 
if any one set of Government creditors are enii- 
tled to preference, it is those men, who toil day 
and nigh’, in wet and cold, as well as warm and 
dry weather, in the transportation of the mails, for 
the gratification and benefit of the public. He 
hoped the proposition of the gentleman from North 
Carclina would be agreed to, and that the pecuni- 
ary affairs of the Post Office Department would be 
left, as they always had been, separate for the com- 
mon Treasury. 

Mr. GORDON asked the reading of the amend- 
ment of Mr. Gitmer; which having been read— 

Mr. GORDON said that this amendment, he 
presumed, opened the general field of debate. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. G. contended thet the Post Office Depart- 
ment had the means to pay every dollar it owed, 
and that there was no necessity for borrowing 
money either from the Treasury, which was never 
to be repaid, or from any other source. To sus- 
tain this position, he went into an examidation of 
the liabilities of the Department as compared with 
its means of payment, ' 

Mr. G. then entered at lengti into the political 
debate in relation to the Postmaster General, whom 
he designated as having political capacity enough 
to do that portion of his work in which he was en- 
gaged, but as not having the capacily to manage 
the affairs or the finances of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. ARNOLD next addressed the House at 
great length, and with considerable warmth in de- 
fence of the Postmaster General. In alluding to 
the late difficulties of the Whig party, he said that 
the opposition was congratulating themseves very 
much on te occasion of the veto of the Bank bill, 
and were disposed to claim the President for their 
party, while many of his Whig friends were un- 
willing to concede that that high factionary was 
separated from the Whig party. Now, he had no 
doubts as to which of the political parties thé Pre- 
sident belonged—the opposition were welcome to 
him, and he surrendered him to them with a great 
deal of pleasure. He was theirs body and soul: 
for if ever there were proper materials for making 
a Loco Foco, the unfortunate miserable wretch at 
the other end of the avenue was the man. 

The CHAIR, (Mr. Everett], called the gentle- 
man to order—several voices from all parts 
of the House were heard calling to order. 

Mr. ARNOLD denied that he was out of order. 
He was speaking of a man at the other end of rhe 
avenue. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT asked if it was in order to ap- 
ply offensive terms to the President of the United 
States. The words as applied to that cflicer were 
“the” miserable wretch at the other end of the 
avenue. He was ready to take down the words 
in writing if necessary. 

Mr. STKENROD wished to call the attention 
of the'House in one fact, and that was, during the 
whole session the member from Tennessee has 
been the first, and the most frequent in his calls to 
order, and he had now committed a breach of order 
that tll then had never been witnessed in their 
proceedings. 

Mr. ARNOLD. And I have been the first man to 
obey the rule of order. 

Mr. STEENROR. And he has been the first to 
violate it. 
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